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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Study: COVID-19 
hits soldiers with 
underlying health 
conditions harder 

By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

Most of the small number of 
active-duty soldiers who became 
seriously ill after contracting 
the coronavirus had underlying 
health conditions such as obesity 
and high blood pressure, the first 
study to look at that group of ser¬ 
vice members has found. 

The findings, which mirror 
what has been found among civil¬ 
ians, were “kind of a relief,” said 
Dr. John Ambrose, a senior epi¬ 
demiologist with the Army Public 
Health Center. 

“It tells us there’s no factor 
that’s changing outcomes in the 
military population. And so we 
know we can effect public health 
mitigation measures and inter¬ 
ventions” that have been proven 
to work, he said, such as social 
distancing, mask-wearing and 
good hygiene. 

More than 200 active-duty sol¬ 
diers who were diagnosed with 
the coronavirus between Feb. 11 
and April 6 took part in the study, 
the results of which were pub¬ 
lished in the current issue of the 
military’s Medical Surveillance 
Monthly Report. 

Only 12 of the 219 soldiers in 
the study — just over 5% — were 
hospitalized, and of those, four 
were treated in intensive care 
units. None required a ventilator 
and none died. No active-duty sol¬ 
diers had died of the disease as of 
June 21, Ambrose said. 

In the general U.S. population, 
14% of people who became ill with 
the coronavirus required hospi¬ 
talization, 2% were admitted to an 
ICU, and 5% died, data gathered 
through the end of May and pub¬ 
lished last week by the Centers 
SEE COVID ON PAGE 8 
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Al Chang/U.S. Army 

Master Sgt. Frank L. Chandler Jr. comforts a soldier grieving for the death of his friend in the Haktong-ni area of South Korea in August 1950. 


Forgotten sacrifice 


How the Korean War of 1950-53 set the stage for tensions 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea 
he Korean War is often called the “Forgot¬ 
ten War” in the United States because the 
1950-53 conflict was overshadowed be¬ 
tween World War II and Vietnam. 

However, the legacy of the stalemated Cold War- 
era war looms large over the divided peninsula, 
setting the stage for decades of tensions as North 
Korea builds up its nuclear arsenal while the Unit¬ 
ed States and China vie for influence in the region. 

Just last week. North Korea blew up an inter- 
Korean liaison office on its side of the border and 


threatened to redeploy troops that had been with¬ 
drawn from the frontier as part of a 2018 military 
agreement. 

That prompted an unusually angry response 
from South Korea and raised fears of renewed hos¬ 
tilities after the collapse of peace talks and parallel 
U.S.-North Korean nuclear negotiations. 

As the 70th anniversary of the June 25 start of the 
war approaches, here’s a look at the war and its last¬ 
ing impact on the Koreas and the United States. 

Q: When was the Korean Peninsula divided? 

A: The former kingdom, which had been occu¬ 
pied by the Japanese from 1910 to 1945, was divided 
into a communist North and a U.S.-backed South 
SEE WAR ON PAGE 4 



Korean War at 70 

This is the first in a three-part 
series commemorating the 
70th anniversary of the Korean 
War. Coming up this week: 
Wednesday: Daughter of South 
Korean immigrants works to 
honor, remember war veterans 
Thursday: Korean War vets 
share their memories 

Online: stripes.com/korea70 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Tyson responds to report China halted imports 


By Tamara Lush 
Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. 
— Tyson Foods is looking into 
reports that China’s customs 
agency has suspended poultry 
imports from a Tyson facility in 
the United States after coronavi- 
rus cases were confirmed among 
its employees. 

A Tyson spokesman said Sun¬ 
day that the plant in question is in 
Springdale, Ark. 

“At Tyson, we’re confident our 


products are safe and we’re hope¬ 
ful consultations between the US. 
and Chinese governments will re¬ 
solve this matter,” wrote spokes¬ 
man Gary Mickelson in an email 
to The Associated Press. 

“Our top priority is the health 
and safety of our team members, 
and we work closely with the 
US. Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Ser¬ 
vice to ensure that we produce 
all of our food in full compliance 
with government safety require¬ 
ments,” the statement added. 


Mickelson also noted that all 
global and US. health organiza¬ 
tions agree that there is no evi¬ 
dence to support transmission of 
COVID-19 associated with food. 

On Friday, Tyson Foods an¬ 
nounced the results of virus test¬ 
ing at its facilities in Benton and 
Washington Counties, Arkansas, 
and said that about 95% of em¬ 
ployees who tested positive for the 
virus didn’t show any symptoms. 
Of the 3,748 employees tested, 
481 tested positive for COVID-19, 
and 455 were asymptomatic. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (June 23).$1.10 

Dollar buys (June 23).€0.8683 

British pound (June 23).$1.21 

Japanese yen (June 23).104.00 

South Korean won (June 23).1,183.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.2434 

Canada (Dollar).1.3548 

China (Yuan).7.0709 

Denmark (Krone).6.6288 

Egypt (Pound).16.1807 

Euro.$1.1248/0.8891 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7501 

Hungary (Forint).308.45 

Israel (Shekel).3.4394 

Japan (Yen) 106 86 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3078 

Norway (Krone).9.5979 

Philippines (Peso).50.11 

Poland (Zloty) 3 95 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7512 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3933 

South Korea (Won).1,213.12 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9484 

Thailand (Baht).30.97 

Turkey (Lira) 6 8449 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 3 25 

Discount rate.0.25 

Federai funds market rate.0.06 

3-month bill.0.15 

30-year bond.1.47 
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PACIFIC _ 

Cause of fire at 
Kadena hazmat 
facility unknown 



Yasuo Osakabe/U.S. Air Force 


Then-Lt. Col. Andrew Campbell flies a C-13011 during an Operation Christmas Drop mission over the 
Pacific Ocean on Dec. 9, 2015. 

Air Force colonel returns to 
Yokota, now as wing commander 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa 
— Approximately 45 people were 
“affected by smoke and/or chlo¬ 
rine gas” after a fire tore through 
a hazardous materials facility 
Monday at the home of the 18th 
Wing on Okinawa. 

The blaze, which began around 
8:40 a.m. at a building south of 
Kadena’s airfield in the central 
part of the base, was extinguished 
at approximately 2 p.m., accord¬ 
ing to statements and Facebook 
posts from the 18th Wing. Thick 
plumes of smoke smothered areas 
near the fire and closed off roads 
as firefighters worked to get it 
under control. 

Authorities evacuated an area 
500 feet upwind and 2,000 feet 
downwind of the site. 

Later, the wing announced that 
the fire had released chlorine 
gas particles, prompting medical 
authorities to encourage anyone 
who experienced breathing or vi¬ 
sion problems to seek treatment. 

“Those individuals experienc¬ 
ing eye irritation, runny nose or 
throat irritation should report 
to the Kadena Medical Group,” 
a statement said. “Those with 
shortness of breath or coughing 
should call 098-934-5911 or pro¬ 
ceed directly to the [U.S. Naval 
Hospital Okinawa] Emergency 
Department.” 


Japanese citizens were in¬ 
structed to seek medical care 
at the nearest off-base medical 
facility. 

Those traveling on base were 
told to keep their windows rolled 
up and air conditioning off 

Most of the approximately 45 
people affected by the smoke and 
gas experienced “mild symp¬ 
toms” and were treated and 
returned to duty, the wing an¬ 
nounced Monday evening. 

“At this time, the cause of the 
fire is unknown,” that statement 
said. “Bioenvironmental person¬ 
nel and emergency responders 
remain on the scene to monitor 
the situation and ensure there’s 
no safety risk to the community.” 

Officials from the Okinawa 
Defense Bureau declined to com¬ 
ment on the fire Monday evening, 
saying they are still “gathering 
the necessary information.” 

Prefectural officials went to 
the base to observe the fire from 
outside the fence line, a spokes¬ 
man said. 

Kadena town officials said 
Monday afternoon that they had 
been fielding calls from nervous 
residents. 

“It’s normal for people to feel 
concerned after hearing that a 
chemical facility is on fire,” a 
spokesman said. “We have not 
heard anyone experiencing any 
health issues at this moment.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 

— A tactical airlift pilot with 
hundreds of combat flight hours 
has assumed command of the Air 
Force’s home in Tokyo, which re¬ 
mains ready to respond to “ma¬ 
lign actions” by China, North 
Korea and Russia, according to 
U.S. Forces Japan commander 
Lt. Gen. Kevin Schneider. 

Col. Andrew Campbell took 
charge of the 374th Airlift Wing 
on Monday in front of a sparse 
crowd at a hangar beside Yokota’s 
runway. Attendance was limited 
due to the coronavirus, but the 
event was broadcast on the base’s 
official Facebook page. 

The wing, which operates 14 
C-130J Super Hercules aircraft 
along with several UH-1 Huey 
helicopters and C-12 transports, 
is the Air Force’s only airlift wing 
in the region. It’s also home to a 
squadron of CV-22 Osprey tiltro- 
tor aircraft. 

Campbell entered the Air Force 
in 1997 through ROTC at Pennsyl¬ 
vania State University. He had al¬ 
ready served two tours at Yokota 

— one as commander of the 36th 
Airlift Squadron — and returns 
to Japan after a stint at Bagram 
Airfield in Afghanistan, where he 


served as vice commander of the 
455th Expeditionary Wing. 

The 374th’s outgoing command¬ 
er, Col. Otis Jones, did not attend 
Monday’s ceremony, because he 
is already on his way to an as¬ 
signment as vice superintendent 
of the Air Force Academy near 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Schneider, who presided over 
the event, told Campbell he’s in¬ 
heriting a wing that’s already fir¬ 
ing on all cylinders. 

“Yokota boasts some of the 
most operationally ready and re¬ 
silient airmen,” he said. 

Those who may have questioned 
the wing’s ability to operate dur¬ 
ing the coronavirus pandemic got 
their answer during last month’s 
Samurai Surge drill, which in¬ 
volved launching about 20 air¬ 
craft, he added. 

The drill involved many of the 
wing’s aircraft operating along¬ 
side two Osprey. 

“It didn’t go unnoticed,” he 
said. 

In the past two years, the wing 
has participated in 20 exercises 
with 15 partner nations, Sch¬ 
neider said. 

“The 374th Airlift Wing will 
remain critically vital,” he said, 
adding that it can respond to any 
mqjor crisis or contingency. 

“Whether it is dealing with 


an unseen enemy like the coro¬ 
navirus or more visible threats 
like typhoons or malign actions 
by Beijing, Pyongyang and Mos¬ 
cow, Yokota Air Base continues to 
demonstrate that it is one of the 
most capable and most resilient 
bases in the United States Air 
Force,” he said. 

An experienced C-130 and C- 
21 pilot, Campbell has more than 
4,700 flight hours and over 750 
combat hours, Schneider added. 

After taking command, Camp¬ 
bell told those assembled that his 
first Yokota tour was in 1999 as 
a junior officer. He came back 
in 2012 and led the 36th Airlift 
Squadron when it flew missions 
during the Kumamoto earth¬ 
quakes in southern Japan in 
2016. 

Campbell trained for his sin¬ 
gle-engine pilot’s license at Yoko¬ 
ta’s Aeroclub, and said in a March 
2016 Air Force article about the 
club that he wanted to take his 
son flying, something he couldn’t 
do as a C-130 pilot. 

Campbell said the coronavirus 
will be the first challenge of his 
command. The key to overcoming 
such challenges will be “danket- 
su,” he said, using the Japanese 
word for unity. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Smoke rises from a fire that started at a hazardous materials 
building at Kadena Air Base, Japan, on Monday. 


Marine accused of assault while visiting Okinawa nightclub 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— An Okinawa-based Marine 
who apparently broke coronavi¬ 
rus restrictions was arrested by 
Japanese police Sunday after re¬ 
portedly punching a local college 
student at a Naha nightclub. 

Cpl. John William Thomas 
HI, 24, of the 3rd Marine Logis¬ 
tics Group at Camp Hansen, was 


taken into custody outside the 
establishment in Naha’s Kumoji 
neighborhood, shortly after police 
were called at 4:50 a.m., a Naha 
Police spokesman said Monday. 

Thomas reportedly first pushed 
the 21-year-old unnamed man on 
the dance floor, telling him not 
to come closer, the spokesman 
said. The student responded by 
saying he would call the police if 
Thomas did not leave him alone, 
and Thomas struck the man in 
the lower jaw. 


The student called police and 
exited the building, the spokes¬ 
man said. Police arrested Thom¬ 
as on suspicion of assault. 

Thomas denied the charges, 
the spokesman said. No injuries 
were reported. 

It’s customary in Japan for 
some government spokespeople 
not to give their names to the 
media. 

Police expected to refer the as¬ 
sault charge against Thomas to 
the Naha District Public Prosecu¬ 


tor’s Office on Monday afternoon, 
the police spokesman said. He 
was being held Monday at Naha 
Police Station. 

An assault conviction may re¬ 
sult in up to two years in prison or 
up to $3,000 in fines, according to 
Japan’s Ministry of Internal Af¬ 
fairs and Communications. 

A spokesman for the 3rd Ma¬ 
rine Logistics Group, 1st Lt. Jona¬ 
than Coronel, confirmed Thomas’ 
arrest in an email Monday and 
said the unit is “fully committed 


to working with local authorities 
to assist with their investigation.” 

Bars and nightclubs remain 
off limits for Marines in Japan 
because of anti-coronavirus mea¬ 
sures. The commander of U.S. 
Forces Japan, Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Kevin Schneider, has declared a 
public health emergency for all 
U.S. troops in the country until 
July 14. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayaichihashi 
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War: Korea shows war doesn’t end when shooting stops 



Army Signal Corps Collection/U.S. National Archives 


Personnel of Companies A and K, 35th Infantry Regiment, keep a sharp lookout for movement in the Communist-held area in the 
background, as U.N. forces bombard the vicinity with white phosphorous shells. Photograph is dated 1 February 1951. 



U.S. Navy Photograph/U.S. National Archives 


United Nations’ delegate Rear Adm. Arleigh A. Burke is surrounded by correspondents 
and a photographer on his return from the Kaesong cease-fire talks. Photo is dated 
12 July 1951, two days after the start of formal negotiations. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

after World War II. Two Army colonels, 
Dean Rusk and Charles “Tic” Bonesteel, 
were tasked with drawing a border that 
would be agreeable to the United States 
and the Soviet Union. Rusk, who later be¬ 
came a secretary of state, recalled the mo¬ 
ment in his memoir, “As I Saw It.” 

“Neither Tic nor I was a Korea expert, 
but it seemed to us that Seoul, the capital, 
should be in the American sector. We also 
knew that the U.S. Army opposed an exten¬ 
sive area of occupation,” he wrote. “Using 
a National Geographic map, we looked just 
north of Seoul for a convenient dividing 
line but could not find a natural geographi¬ 
cal line. We saw instead the 38th Parallel 
and decided to recommend that.” 

After negotiations aimed at reunifying 
the peninsula failed, separate countries 
were established in 1948, with Syngman 
Rhee elected in U.N.-supervised elections 
in South Korea and Kim II Sung taking 
power in the North. 

Q: When did the war start? 

A: On June 25, 1950, about 100,000 
North Korean troops poured across the 
border and pushed toward Seoul after So¬ 
viet leader Josef Stalin gave Kim II Sung 
the green light to invade South Korea and 
unify the peninsula under communist 
control. The United States and the Soviet 
Union had withdrawn most of their troops 
by the time of the invasion, but the Soviets 
left the North Koreans far better armed 
for battle. The ill-equipped South Kore¬ 
ans were caught by surprise and forced to 
retreat south. The U.N. Security Council 
approved a U.S. resolution calling for an 
“immediate cessation of hostilities” and 
the return of North Korean forces to the 
38th Parallel. The Soviet Union missed 
its chance to veto the resolution because it 
was boycotting the Security Council over 
the U.N.’s refusal to recognize the commu¬ 
nist People’s Republic of China as the true 
Chinese government. 

Worried about the spread of commu¬ 
nism, President Harry S. Truman ordered 
U.S. forces to Korea under U.N. auspices 
within a week of the invasion and appoint¬ 
ed Gen. Douglas MacArthur to command 
the combined forces. Truman didn’t seek 
a formal declaration of war from Con¬ 
gress, insisting America’s presence on 
the peninsula was no more than a “police 
action.” But Congress voted to extend the 
draft and authorized Truman to call up 
reservists. “This was the first part of the 
domino theory,” said Michael Alexander, 
a retired colonel and the historian for the 
South Korea-based 2nd Infantry Division. 
“It was the first hot flash in the Cold War.” 

Q: Why did the war last so long? 

A: The North Koreans pushed the U.N. 
forces back to a defensive line on the south¬ 
eastern tip of the peninsula known as the 
Pusan Perimeter, but a daring amphibi¬ 
ous assault behind enemy lines at Inchon 
forced the North Koreans to retreat and 
allowed the allied troops to recapture 
Seoul in September. MacArthur predicted 
troops would be home in time for Christ¬ 
mas dinner. 

But victory was short-lived after the five- 
star general decided to make a push north 
of the 38th Parallel toward the Yalu River, 
capturing Pyongyang while prompting the 
Chinese to enter the war in late November 
as the Americans neared their doorstep. 

“We had the war won. MacArthur was 
right. We would have been home by Christ¬ 
mas. The North Koreans were defeated,” 
Alexander said in an interview at his of¬ 
fice at the military museum on Camp 
Humphreys. 

“But the U.S. over-reached, then China 
gets involved,” he said. “They overwhelm 
us with sheer manpower, and they push us 


all the way back to south of Seoul.” 

Mainly U.S. and French forces won a de¬ 
cisive battle in February 1951 at Chipyong- 
ni, dealing a severe blow to the Chinese 
and eventually leading to the start of ar¬ 
mistice talks in July. But fighting persisted 
for more than two years amid troubled 
negotiations. 

Q: Why is it called the ‘Forgotten War’? 

A: For one thing, Truman sought to pre¬ 
vent it from becoming a m^or conflict so 
he labeled it a “police action.” It also fell 
between the patriotic fervor of World War 
II and the first televised war in Vietnam. 


The murky end result also failed to cap¬ 
ture the American public’s imagination 
since there was no clear victory. The Ko¬ 
rean War Veterans Memorial in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., wasn’t finished until 1995. The 
military also censored much of the media 
coverage. 

Melinda Pash, the author of “In the 
Shadow of the Greatest Generation: The 
Americans Who Fought the Korean War,” 
said support for the war was initially high 
but dropped as the country failed to mo¬ 
bilize. “By the time you get to 1951, when 
you’re looking at the front pages of news¬ 


papers as I did for my book, you’re going to 
see everything but Korea — the stock mar¬ 
ket, union strikes, even UFOs,” she said 
in a telephone interview from her home in 
Fayetteville, N.C. “It doesn’t affect most 
Americans.” 

Q: What was the damage? 

A: More than 36,000 American troops 
died, according to the Pentagon. 7,580 re¬ 
main unaccounted for after being lost in 
the war, with most remains irretrievable 
in North Korea. Both Koreas were dev¬ 
astated by three years of fighting and es¬ 
timates of the overall death toll — mostly 
civilians — range from 3 million to 4 mil¬ 
lion. North Korea was particularly hard hit 
by airstrikes, including the use of napalm, 
which experts say helps explain its hatred 
of the United States. 

Q: Why are American service members 
still stationed in South Korea? 

A: The fighting officially ended at 10 
p.m. July 27 after a U.S. Army general and 
a North Korean general acting on behalf 
of Pyongyang and China signed an armi¬ 
stice in lieu of a peace treaty, agreeing to 
suspend open hostilities and establishing 
the Demilitarized Zone that divided the 
peninsula as a buffer between the forces. 
South Korea’s president refused to sign it 
in frustration that the peninsula had not 
been unified, but Seoul has supported the 
agreement, which stands today. 

The United States and South Korea 
signed a mutual defense treaty two months 
later, keeping tens of thousands of Ameri¬ 
can troops on the divided peninsula. That 
has led to periods of high tension, but open 
conflict has not resumed. 

“The Korean War is also a great example 
of how wars don’t stop when the shooting 
ends,” Pash said. “If you look at relations 
between China, South Korea, North Korea, 
Japan and the U.S. today, they continue to 
be shaped by that long-ago war.” 

gamel.kim@stripFs~.com 

Twitter: @kimgamei 
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June 28 

North Korean troops capture Seoul 
for the first time. (Hundreds of 
thousands of Koreans fled south in 
mid-1950. U.S. Defense Department) 



Sept. 27 

U.S. and South Korean forces 
recapture Seoul after the Americans 
make a daring amphibious landing 
behind enemy lines at Incheon. 

(Men and equipment are unloaded 
on Incheon's Red Beach. U.S. 
Navy/National Archives) 



The Korean War 

1950 




Nov. 27 

The deadly Battle of Chosin Reservoir begins with more than 100,000 Chinese troops 
surrounding 30,000 U.S.-led forces, who suffer heavy casualties but manage to hold the 
area as a retreat route. (Between Hagaru-rl and Koto-ri. Infantry moving along the flank of 
the column. Marine Corps Archives & Special Collections) 


Oct. 19 

U.S. and South Korean forces capture the North Korean 
capital, Pyongyang, days after advancing across the 
38th Parallel. (U.S. Army truck crossing the 38th 
Parallel. USIA) 


Late July 

U.S. soldiers kill possibly 
hundreds of Korean refugees at 
the village of No Gun Ri.The 
Army has acknowledged 
civilians were killed, but the 
reason is disputed. (An 
unidentified unit of U.S. 1st 
Cavalry Division troops 
withdraws from No Gun Ri. U.S. 
Department of the Army) 


June 25 

Tens of thousands of North 
Korean soldiers pour 
across the 38th Parallel, 
which had divided the 
peninsula into a 
Soviet-backed communist 
North and a U.S.-backed 
South since 1945. 

(The 38th Parallel. 

Poke) 


July 5 

American troops 
engage in their 
first ground 
action with the 
North Koreans 
during the Battle 
of Osan. (Task 
Force Smith 
arrives in South 
Korea. U.S. 
Army) 


Oct. 25 

The Chinese, who surprised allied forces by 
crossing theYalu River to intervene on North 
Korea’s side, begin offensive operations against 
South Korea. (Chinese forces cross the Yalu River to 
join the Korean War. Li Min, PLA Daily) 

Nov. 1 

The Chinese People’s Volunteer Army routs 
American troops at Unsan in the first U.S.- 
Chinese combat of the war. 


Dec. 25 

The retreat of all U.N. and South Korean forces 
is complete, marking the end of the attempt to 
conquer the North. (Marines of the 1st Division 
march south from Koto-ri, less than 24 hours 
away from the port city of Hungnam. Their 
retreat cost the Chinese an entire army group, 
containing between 10 and 12 divisions of 
combat troops. U.S. Army) 


June 27 

The U.N. Security Council adopts Resolution 83 authorizing 
member states to provide military assistance to South Korea. 
President Harry S.Truman orders air and naval forces to 
support the South as the United States takes the lead. 

(A US B-29 Superfortress bomber dropping its bombs. U.S. 
Air Force) 



March 14 

U.N. forces regain 
control of Seoul. 
(Marines move out 
over rugged 
mountain terrain 
whiie closing with 
the hostile North 
Korean forces. Sgt. 
Frank C. Kerr, U.S. 
Marines) 


Oct. 25 

Truce talks resume in the border village of 
Panmunjom. (North Korean Army officers and U.S. 
military representatives initiai maps defining the 
future Demilitarized Zone or DMZ at Panmunjom, 
October 1951. U.S. Air Force) 


April 30 

U.N. forces stop an enemy 
advance on Seoul. (Personnei of 
Companies A and K, 35th Infantry 
Regiment. Army Signal Corps 
Collection / U.S. National 
Archives) 


Oct. 13 

The 2nd Infantry 
Division seizes a 
battlefield known as 
Heartbreak Ridge after a 
month of fighting. (U.S. 
Army infantrymen of the~ 
27th Infantry Regiment, 
near Heartbreak Ridge, 
take advantage of cover. 
Feldman, Army) 




July 10 

Truce talks begin at the 
border town of Kaesong, 
although fighting contin¬ 
ues for nearly two more 
years. (UN correspondents 
confer at Armistice 
Conference site, Kaesong, 
Korea. U.S. National 
Archives) 

Aug. 23 

The communist side 
breaks off negotiations. 


1951 


Jan. 4 

Chinese and North 
Korea forces capture 
Seoul. (Prisoners 
from the British 29th 
Infantry Brigade 
captured during the 
Third Battle of Seoul. 
PLA Daily) 


1953 


July 27 

Armistice agreement is signed, ending the fighting and 
creating the Demilitarized Zone. The sides fail to agree 
on a peace treaty, setting the stage for decades of 
continued tensions. (U.S. National Archives) 



April 11 

Truman fires Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur for 
Insubordination. Lt. Gen. 
Matthew Ridgway 
assumes command. 
(Gen. Douglas MacAr¬ 
thur. U.S. Air Force) 



Andrea ViLLARi/Stars and Stripes 
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Aircraft carriers 
launch flight drills 
in Philippine Sea 



Timothy Schumaker/U.S. Navy 


Capt. Tim Kinsella, commanding officer of Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., delivers remarks during an 
awards ceremony at the National Naval Aviation Museum at Naval Air Station Pensacola on June 16 to 
recognize personnel who responded to the Dec. 6 terrorist attack at the installation. 

Service members, civilians honored for 
response to Pensacola terrorist attack 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

More than two dozen Marines, 
sailors and civilians have been 
recognized for their response to 
a terrorist shooting that left three 
sailors dead at Florida’s Naval Air 
Station Pensacola. 

A ceremony last Tuesday recog¬ 
nized 13 security and emergency 
personnel who responded to the 
Dec. 6 attack in which Saudi Ara¬ 
bian 2nd Lt. Mohammed Alsham- 
rani opened fire in a classroom, 
the Navy said in a statement. A 
second ceremony on Friday rec¬ 
ognized 12 members of the Naval 
Aviation Schools Command and 
Marine Aviation Training Sup¬ 
port Group 23, a separate state¬ 
ment said. 

“Without hesitation, these 
brave men and women ran to¬ 
ward untold danger, not knowing 
if they would return,” Capt. Tim 
Kinsella, the base’s command¬ 
ing officer, said of the 13 people 
honored from NAS Pensacola 
Navy Security Forces and Fire 
and Emergency Services Gulf 
Coast. “They stared pure evil in 
the face, they stood their ground 
and they saved lives.” 

Rear Adm. Kyle Cozad, head 
of Naval Education and Train¬ 
ing Command, still found it hard 
to comprehend how the attack, 
in which eight other people were 
wounded, could happen at the 
base, he said Friday, “but it did 
happen, and I remain in awe at 
how those we honored here today 
responded.” 

A New York Times review re¬ 
ported lapses at nearly every step 
of the screening, selection and 
monitoring program for foreign 
troops. Alshamrani had two years 
of contact with al-Qaida leading 
up to the fatal incident, during 
which the Saudi trainee was shot 
and killed by sheriff’s deputies. 


the report said. 

Saudi security services had 
failed to spot early clues of the 
shooter’s ideology, the Times re¬ 
ported Sunday. State Department 
and Pentagon vetting failed to 
identify a “pattern of troubling 
social media activity” that linked 
him with extremist ideology, the 
newspaper said. 

Later, an insider threat pro¬ 
gram set up by the Pentagon did 
not monitor his movements and 
activities after he arrived in the 
U.S. because he was a foreign 
trainee, the Times report said. 

In the wake of the shooting. 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
suspended operational train¬ 
ing for more than 850 Saudi 
military students in the United 
States. The U.S. later expelled 21 
Saudi cadets, and Esper ordered 
stronger vetting and monitoring 
procedures. 

The gunman killed Ensign 
Joshua Kaleb Watson, 23, of Cof¬ 
fee, Ala., Seaman Apprentice 
Cameron Scott Walters, 21, of 
Richmond Hill, Ga., and Seaman 
Mohammed Sameh Haitham, 19, 
of St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Amid the chaos, quick action 
by sailors. Marines and civil¬ 
ians saved “untold lives,” said 
Vice Adm. Yancy Lindsey, head 
of Navy Installations Command, 
in recorded remarks during last 
Tuesday’s ceremony. Awards in¬ 
cluded one Secretary of Defense 
Medal of Freedom, three Navy 
and Marine Corps medals, one 
Navy and Marine Corps Com¬ 
mendation Medal, four Secretary 
of the Navy Distinguished Civil¬ 
ian medals for Valor and four 
Navy Installations Command 
lifesaving certificates. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Carl 
Daniel, a naval air crewman and 
instructor at Naval Aviation Can¬ 
didate School, received a Purple 
Heart for his wounds and a Ma¬ 


rine Corps Commendation Medal 
on Friday for providing first aid, 
the Navy said. 

“I joined the Navy to be a res¬ 
cue swimmer knowing that one 
day my number might be called 
to save someone,” Daniel said in 
the statement. “I wish it had not 
been under these circumstances. 
At the end of the day, I did what I 
did and I would do it again with¬ 
out skipping a beat.” 

Awards presented Friday in¬ 
cluded two Navy and Marine 
Corps medals, two Purple Heart 
medals, six Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation med¬ 
als, two Navy Superior Civilian 
medals for Valor and one Navy 
Civilian Service Commendation 
Medal. 

“It’s great that we are all being 
recognized for our actions, but I 
feel that we did what any other 
Marine or sailor would do when 
put in the same situation,” said 
Staff Sgt. Andrew J. Pfannen- 
stiel, an instructor at MATSG- 
23, who received the Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal for delivering medical 
supplies and helping others treat 
the wounded. 

Two other service members 
were recognized in May, when 
one received a Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal, and 
the other received a Navy and 
Marine Corps Medal and Purple 
Heart. Two more sailors are due 
to receive medals in separate up¬ 
coming ceremonies. 

“None of them came to work 
that day expecting to face the 
unimaginable,” Cozad said. “But 
they all know firsthand what it 
means to do what needs to be 
done in the face of adversity and 
to sacrifice for each other and our 
country.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Two aircraft carriers 
sailed in unison Sunday in the 
Western Pacific to kick off com¬ 
bined flight operations this week. 

The USS Theodore Roosevelt 
and USS Nimitz teamed up for 
drills in the Philippine Sea to 
demonstrate “the United States’ 
unique capability to operate 
multiple carrier strike groups in 
close proximity,” according to a 
Navy statement issued over the 
weekend. 

“By working together in this 
environment, we’re improving 
our tactical skills and readiness 
in the face of an increasingly 
pressurized region and COVID- 
19,” Roosevelt Strike Group 
commander Rear Adm. Doug 
Verissimo said in the statement, 
referring to the disease caused 
by the coronavirus. 

Sunday’s drills were the first 
dual-carrier operations in the 
Western Pacific since Novem¬ 
ber 2018 when the USS Ronald 
Reagan and USS John C. Stennis 
trained together in the Philippine 
Sea. They take place as China is 
also flexing its naval muscle with 
two carriers scheduled for exer¬ 
cises in the region. 

The Navy has beefed up its 
presence in June after more than 
two months without a carrier op¬ 
erating in the Indo-Pacific region 
other than the USS America, an 
amphibious assault ship with F- 
35B Lightning II multirole air¬ 
craft on board. 

The Roosevelt had been pa¬ 
trolling the region since January 
when a coronavirus outbreak on 
the ship forced the carrier to stop 
in Guam in late March to sani¬ 
tize the ship and test, isolate and 
treat ill sailors. More than 1,150 
Roosevelt sailors ultimately test¬ 
ed positive for the virus, one of 
whom died. 

The Roosevelt departed Guam 
on June 4, and the Nimitz left San 
Diego four days later. A third car¬ 
rier, the Reagan, left Yokosuka 
on June 8 to start its patrol of the 
Western Pacific. 

The Roosevelt and Nimitz 
strike groups plan to practice “air 
defense drills, sea surveillance, 
replenishments at sea, defense 
air combat training, long-range 


strikes, coordinated maneuvers 
and other exercises,” according 
to the statement. 

The flight operations follow 
Roosevelt naval aviators’ ejec¬ 
tion from an F/A-18F Super Hor¬ 
net over the Philippine Sea on 
Thursday. A Roosevelt helicop¬ 
ter rescued the pair soon after, 
and onboard medical personnel 
deemed them to be in good condi¬ 
tion, the Navy said at the time. 

Dual-carrier operations act as 
“a powerful message of our com¬ 
mitment to regional security and 
stability as we protect the criti¬ 
cally important rights, freedoms 
and lawful uses of the sea for the 
benefit all nations,” Nimitz Strike 
Group commander Rear Adm. 
James Kirk said in the statement. 

“The United States Navy has 
a long history of operating mul¬ 
tiple carrier strike groups as a 
combined force in the Pacific,” 
he said. 

Still, such operations are rela¬ 
tively infrequent. Sunday marked 
only the sixth time since 2001 
that two carriers have operated 
together in the Western Pacific, 
said 7th Fleet spokesman Lt. Joe 
Keiley. 

The U.S. typically conducts 
dual-carrier operations when 
West Coast strike groups de¬ 
ployed to the Western Pacific can 
join strike groups coming from 
Japan, according to the state¬ 
ment. The Nimitz is homeported 
at Naval Base Kitsap, Wash., and 
the Roosevelt is homeported at 
Naval Base San Diego. 

The drills come as China plans 
its own carrier operations this 
summer in the Philippine Sea, 
the South China Morning Post 
reported May 24. Beijing in De¬ 
cember commissioned its second 
aircraft carrier, the Shandong, 
which left its shipyard for sea tri¬ 
als and training drills May 29, ac¬ 
cording to the Chinese Ministry 
of Defense. 

Beijing’s first aircraft carrier, 
the Liaoning, was spotted twice 
in April sailing the Miyako Strait, 
205 miles east of Taiwan and be¬ 
tween the Japanese islands of 
Miyako and Okinawa. Though 
the strait is an international wa¬ 
terway, the U.S. and its allies 
watched the transits closely. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


By working together in this environment, 
we’re improving our tactical skills and 
readiness in the face of an increasingly 
pressurized region and COVID-19. ^ 

Rear Adm. Doug Verissimo 

Roosevelt Strike Group commander 
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Sui|e in cases at 
Guam base sparks 
probe into violations 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force is investigating 
whether any of the 35 airmen who 
tested positive for the coronavirus 
in less than two weeks at Guam’s 
Andersen Air Force Base violated 
mandatory protection measures, 
a general said Monday. 

All 35 belong to the same unit 
whose members arrived on the 
island May 25, according to a 
statement attributed to Brig. Gen. 
Gentry Boswell, commander 
of Andersen’s 36th Wing. Base 
health authorities discovered the 
unit’s first virus case June 12 
and had tested all its members by 
Saturday. 

“All military members are 
subject to the established public 
health emergencyprotocols,” Bos¬ 
well said. “If the ensuing investi¬ 
gation determines that members 
did not follow these directives in 
a disciplined manner, they will be 
held accountable for their actions 


under the Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice.” 

Boswell did not identify the 
unit, citing concern for operation¬ 
al security. 

The group had been staying at 
the Guam Reef Hotel in Turnon, 
the island’s main entertainment 
and shopping district, until the 
first case was discovered, ac¬ 
cording to an Air Force state¬ 
ment Wednesday. They were then 
moved to base lodging. 

“Our primary focus is to care 
for these airmen and ensure the 
safety of both our military and 
civilian community,” Boswell 
said in the statement. “We have 
and will continue to work with 
the governor and Guam Public 
Health as we move forward.” 

Though it is unclear whether 
the airmen contracted the coro¬ 
navirus on Guam or at a previous 
location, “preliminary evidence 
in a public health investigation 
revealed the possibility that some 
of these members may not have 



Gracie Lee/U.S. Air Force 


Aircraft fly in formation over Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, during Cope North exercises in February. 
A surge in coronavirus cases at Andersen has prompted an investigation into possible violations of 
mandatory protection measures. 


adhered to Andersen and local 
Public Health directives,” Bo¬ 
swell said. 

Military bases on Guam have 
been under multiple restrictions 
—including a ban on nonessential 
activities—since entering Health 
Protection Condition-Charlie in 
March. Charlie indicates sus¬ 
tained transmission of a disease. 

Another two airmen not as¬ 
sociated with the incoming unit 
also tested positive Saturday at 
Andersen, according to Boswell’s 
statement. 

The pair arrived April 9 as 
part of the medical response to 
a m^or coronavirus outbreak on 
the aircraft carrier USS Theo¬ 


dore Roosevelt, but “did not have 
contact with the unit lodged at 
Guam Reef and the cases are un¬ 
related,” the announcement said. 

The Roosevelt diverted to Naval 
Base Guam mid-patrol on March 
26 after several sailors contracted 
the coronavirus. The ship stayed 
in port for more than two months 
as it tested, isolated and treated its 
sailors. More than 1,150 of them 
ultimately tested positive for the 
virus, and one sailor died. The 
Roosevelt left Guam on June 8. 

The recent infections at Ander¬ 
sen surged the total number of 
coronavirus cases among service 
members on Guam from five to 
42, according to a Guam Joint In¬ 


formation Center statement Mon¬ 
day. To date, 180 civilian Guam 
residents have also tested positive 
for the coronavirus on the island. 

“Despite this setback, Ander¬ 
sen AFB remains 100% operation¬ 
al and is able to execute all of its 
assigned missions,” Boswell said 
in the announcement. “The joint 
team that comprises Team An¬ 
dersen remain poised and ready 
to fulfill our mission to maintain 
a free and open Indo-Pacific re¬ 
gion and provide security for the 
territory of Guam.” 

doornb6s.caitlin(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 
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American in Kaiserslautern tests positive 



Brian Ferguson/S tars and Stripes 


Spc. Thomas Ashworth, a medical technician, tests a patient for the coronavirus at Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center, Germany, in March. A new virus infection was reported in the U.S. military community in 
the Kaiserslautern area over the weekend. 

The cases are reported by the 


Case is the first 
confirmed in area 
in over a month 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
AND Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — A member of the U.S. mili¬ 
tary community in Kaiserslautern 
has tested positive for the corona- 
virus, marking the first confirmed 
case among defense personnel in 
the area in more than a month. 

The American is a resident of 
Ramstein-Miesenbach, said Geor¬ 
gia Matt-Haen, a spokeswoman 
for the Kaiserslautern landkreis, 
which is roughly equivalent to a 
district or a U.S. county. 

No other details were releas¬ 
able, including whether the person 
is a military member or a civilian, 
per district health department 
policy and at the request of local 
U.S. military officials, she said. 

A base official at Ramstein on 
Monday declined to say wheth¬ 
er the new infection involved a 
member of the 86th Airlift Wing, 
saying that “the Air Force and 
other military services will only 
provide total numbers of service 
members with COVID-19 at the 
service level,” a measure intended 
to “protect operational security.” 

The 21st Theater Sustainment 


Command, which is responsible 
for Army personnel, said Monday 
that they had not reported any ad¬ 
ditional positive coronavirus cases 
in the area. 

Ramstein’s lack of disclosure 
differs from some other com¬ 
mands, which have notified mili¬ 
tary communities of individual 
cases while continuing to follow 
a Pentagon order issued in March 
that prevents commands from dis¬ 
cussing local coronavirus infec¬ 
tion totals. 


At the Army’s garrison in Stutt¬ 
gart, leaders in virtual town hall 
meetings still keep members in¬ 
formed when new cases arise, as 
do commands in Japan and South 
Korea, without providing ag¬ 
gregate figures or the number of 
people in quarantine, in line with 
operational security. 

The new infection within the 
military community was reported 
as the number of active net coro¬ 
navirus cases in Kaiserslautern 
continues to fall. 


district health office and part 
of a daily Facebook post from 
Kaiserslautern district commis¬ 
sioner Ralf Lessmeister. It lists 
coronavirus totals, including new 
cases and recoveries, for the city 
and district, and one category for 
“armed forces.” 

The data shows eight cases for 
the armed forces, a net increase of 
one for the first time since May 16. 
The other seven are all considered 
recovered. 


It’s unclear whether armed forc¬ 
es refers to U.S. personnel only, or 
all military members living in the 
Kaiserslautern area. Personnel 
from other countries assigned to 
NATO work at Ramstein. 

The Kaiserslautern area has 
had a total of 291 confirmed cases 
of the virus, as of Sunday. All but 
21 have recovered and six have 
died, according to the health of¬ 
fice data. 

The city and district, which in¬ 
clude tens of thousands of Ameri¬ 
cans, have a population of about 
256,000 in an area roughly as 
large as Austin, Texas. 

In Germany there have been 
190,559 confirmed cases of the 
virus, according to the Robert 
Koch Institute, as of Monday. Of 
those, 175,300 have recovered and 
8,885 have died. 

The agency Sunday said the 
number of new infections in the 
country continues to decrease in 
comparison to previous weeks, 
with about four new cases, on av¬ 
erage, per 100,000 inhabitants re¬ 
ported in the past seven days. 

Despite the downturn, health 
officials continue to emphasize the 
practices of proper hand-washing, 
hygiene, physical distancing and 
wearing masks when distancing 
isn’t possible. 

Stars and Stripes reporters John 
Vandiver and Kim Gamel contributed to 
this report. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 


COVID: Study 
finds lower 
infection rate in 
active-duty troops 



Devin Nothstine/U.S. Air Force 


Three medical airmen exit a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft at Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany, in April. A new study of active-duty members diagnosed with 
the coronavirus found that most had miid iiiness with no compiications. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

for Disease Control and Prevention 
show. 

Nearly half of patients with an 
underlying condition were hospital¬ 
ized, compared with just under 8% 
without, and deaths were 12 times 
higher among patients with under¬ 
lying conditions than those without, 
the CDC report said. 

The lower rate of infection and 
death from coronavirus in the ac¬ 
tive-duty population likely has to do 
mainly with youth and “the healthy 
soldier effect,” Ambrose said. Ac¬ 
tive-duty troops are younger than 
the general population and tend to be 
fitter than civilians of similar age. 

But a quarter of the 12 soldiers 
who had to be hospitalized had high 
blood pressure, nearly 60% were 
obese and half had a neurological 
disorder such as migraines or trau¬ 
matic brain injury. 

All four soldiers who required in¬ 
tensive care had three or more un¬ 
derlying health conditions, the study 
found. 

Of the eight soldiers who were 
hospitalized but not admitted to an 
ICU, two had three or more underly¬ 


ing conditions and three had none at 
all, it said. 

All but one of the hospitalized sol¬ 
diers were men, six were between 35 
and 44 years old, four were at least 
45 and two were under 25, the study 
said. 

Similar results could be expected 
in larger studies, said Ambrose, 
warning young, healthy troops not to 
become cavalier about the virus. 

“I think you should definitely take 
public health precautions,” he said. 
“You do put yourself at risk for se¬ 
vere outcomes and you can still put 
those you care about at risk.” 

Despite findings about advanced 
age and underlying conditions mak¬ 
ing people more vulnerable to se¬ 
vere illness, there’s still much that 


remains unknown about the corona¬ 
virus, he said. 

Defense Department coronavirus 
cases exceeded 13,000 last week. 
Thirty-six people affiliated with the 
DOD have died, including five fam¬ 
ily members, nine contractors and 
19 civilian workers. 

Three service members have also 
died since January, when the World 
Health Organization declared a 
coronavirus pandemic. They were 
Chief Petty Officer Charles Robert 
Thacker Jr., 41, from the aircraft 
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt; 
Capt. Douglas Linn Hickok, 57, a 
New Jersey Army National Guard 
physician assistant; and Sgt. Simon 
Zamudio, 34, an Army reservist. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 


US service member 
tests positive upon 
arrival in S. Korea 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 
U.S. service member tested 
positive for the coronavirus 
after flying on a government- 
chartered flight from the 
United States to South Korea 
for a new assignment, the mil¬ 
itary said Monday. 

The report raised to 36 the 
number of confirmed cases 
affiliated with U.S. Forces 
Korea, including 12 active- 
duty service members, since 
an outbreak began in late 
February. 

The airman was tested and 
placed in a quarantine facility 
as part of mandatory proce¬ 
dures after arriving at Osan 
Air Base aboard the Patriot 
Express on Wednesday, USFK 
said in a press release. 

“Since testing positive, the 
airman has been moved to 
Osan’s isolation facility desig¬ 
nated for confirmed COVID- 
19 cases,” it said, referring 
to the disease caused by the 
virus. 


Only three of the active- 
duty service members who 
were infected remain in iso¬ 
lation, including the recent 
arrival, since the others have 
recovered, USFK said. 

The airman’s quarantine 
room was thoroughly cleaned, 
but military health profes¬ 
sionals determined there was 
little need to do contact trac¬ 
ing since all passengers on the 
flight had been tested and im¬ 
mediately quarantined for at 
least two weeks. 

Troops must also receive a 
negative coronavirus test re¬ 
sult before being released. 

The command has loosened 
anti-coronavirus restrictions 
on most bases in South Korea. 
However, the quarantine pro¬ 
cess continues for USFK per¬ 
sonnel traveling to the divided 
peninsula from abroad in line 
with similar demands from 
the South Korean government 
for all arrivals. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Andy Wong/AP 


People wearing protective face masks to help curb the spread of the new coronavirus wait Monday to 
cross a street in Beijing. 

WHO chief warns leaders 
not to ‘politicize’ pandemic 

By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 


FDA under fire as 
errors grow with 
rapid virus test 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— World leaders must not politi¬ 
cize the coronavirus pandemic 
but unite to fight it, the head of 
the World Health Organization 
warned Monday, reminding all 
that the pandemic is still acceler¬ 
ating and producing record daily 
increases in infections. 

The comments by Tedros Ad- 
hanom Ghebreyesus, who has 
faced criticism from President 
Donald Trump, came as the num¬ 
ber of reported infections soared 
in Brazil, Iraq, India and southern 
and Western US. states, straining 
local hospitals. 

It took more than three months 
for the world to see 1 million virus 
infections, but the last 1 million 
cases have come in just eight 
days, Tedros said during a video- 
conference for the Dubai-based 
World Government Summit. 

Tedros never mentioned 
Trump’s name or the fact that he 
is determined to pull the United 
States out of the UN. health agen¬ 
cy but warned against “politiciz¬ 
ing” the pandemic. 


“The greatest threat we face 
now is not the virus itself, it’s 
the lack of global solidarity and 
global leadership,” he said. “We 
cannot defeat this pandemic with 
a divided world.” 

Trump has criticized the WHO 
for its early response to the out¬ 
break and what he considers its 
excessive praise of China, where 
the outbreak began, as his admin¬ 
istration’s response in the US. has 
come under scrutiny. In response. 
Trump has threatened to end all 
US. funding for the WHO. 

Nearly 9 million people have 
been infected by the virus world¬ 
wide and more than 468,000 
have died, according to figures 
compiled by Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity. Experts say the actual 
numbers are much higher, due to 
limited testing and asymptomatic 
cases. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
demonstrated that, indeed, the 
world was not prepared,” Tedros 
said. “Globally, the pandemic is 
still accelerating.” 

India’s health care system has 
been slammed by the virus. The 
country’s caseload climbed by 
nearly 15,000 Monday to 425,282, 


with more than 13,000 deaths. 

In Pakistan, infections are ac¬ 
celerating and hospitals are hav¬ 
ing to turn away patients, with 
new cases up to 6,800 a day. The 
government has relaxed pandem¬ 
ic restrictions, hoping to salvage 
a near-collapsed economy. 

More than two-thirds of the 
new deaths of late have been 
reported in the Americas. The 
coronavirus has killed about 
120,000 people across the US., 
over 50,000 in Brazil and nearly 
22,000 in Mexico. 

In The Hague, Dutch police ar¬ 
rested about 400 protesters and 
used a water cannon Sunday after 
violence erupted around a demon¬ 
stration against measures put in 
place by the government to rein 
in the spread of the coronavirus. 

A peaceful protest turned vio¬ 
lent when dozens of what police 
said were soccer fans arrived 
and clashed with riot police near 
the city’s central railway station. 
Police used officers on horseback 
and a water cannon to disperse 
the crowd after police had been 
pelted with rocks and smoke 
bombs 


By Rachana Pradhan 
Kaiser Health News 

In mid-May, the Food and Drug 
Administration issued a rare pub¬ 
lic warning about an Abbott Lab¬ 
oratories COVID-19 test that for 
weeks had received high praise 
from the White House because 
of its speed: Test results could be 
wrong. 

The agency at that point had re¬ 
ceived 15 “adverse event reports” 
about Abbott’s ID NOW rapid 
COVID test suggesting that in¬ 
fected patients were wrongly told 
they did not have the coronavi¬ 
rus, which had led to the deaths of 
tens of thousands of Americans. 
The warning followed multiple 
academic studies showing higher 
“false negative” rates from the 
Abbott device, including one from 
New York University researchers 
who found it missed close to half 
of the positive samples detected 
by a rival company’s test. 

But then, in a move that con¬ 
founded lab officials and other 
public health experts, a senior 
FDA official later that month 
said coronavirus tests provided 
outside lab settings would be 
considered useful in fighting the 
pandemic even if they miss 1 in 
5 positive cases — a worrisome 
failure rate. 

The FDA has now received a 
total of 106 reports of adverse 
events for the Abbott test, a stag¬ 
gering increase. The agency has 
not received a single adverse 
event report for any other point- 
of-care tests meant to diagnose 
COVID-19, an agency spokesper¬ 
son said. 

In a statement, Abbott Labo¬ 
ratories said the NYU research 
was “flawed” and “an outlier,” 
citing studies with higher accu¬ 
racy rates. Though the Abbott 
rapid test is one of more than 
100 COVID-19 diagnostic tests 
to receive FDA emergency use 
authorization during the pan¬ 
demic, President Donald Trump 
has featured the product in the 
White House Rose Garden and 
the Health and Human Services 
Department’s preparedness and 
response division has issued 
more than $205 million worth of 
contracts to buy the test, accord¬ 
ing to federal contract records. 

“Everybody was raving about 
it,” a former administration of¬ 
ficial said, speaking on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations. “It’s an 
amazing test, but it has limita¬ 
tions which are now being better 
understood.” 

In its own COVID-19 testing 
policy for labs and commercial 
manufacturers, the FDA says a 
diagnostic test should correctly 
identify at least 95% of positive 


The FDA has 
received 106 
reports of adverse 
events for the 
Abbott Laboratories’ 
ID NOW test. 


samples. But medical profes¬ 
sionals are split over the lower 
80% threshold for the Abbott and 
other point-of-care tests’ “sensi¬ 
tivity” — a metric showing how 
often a test correctly generates 
a positive result. They are debat¬ 
ing whether it’s sufficient, given 
the risks that an infected person 
unwittingly spreads COVID-19 
after receiving a negative result. 

False negatives increase the 
risk that patients will not self-iso- 
late or exercise other precautions 
— such as wearing a mask — and 
make more people sick than if 
they had had an accurate diag¬ 
nosis. Evaluations of the Abbott 
test have been among the most 
mixed, with some researchers 
finding that the test has bigger 
accuracy problems, but others 
saying it isn’t likely to miss sicker 
patients. 

“There’s no way I would be 
comfortable missing 2 out of 10 
patients,” said Susan Whittier, di¬ 
rector of clinical microbiology at 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia 
University Medical Center. Whit¬ 
tier and co-authors found that the 
Abbott test correctly identified 
74% of positive samples compared 
with a rival test from Roche, an¬ 
other diagnostics giant. A point- 
of-care test from Cepheid, a rival 
company, correctly identified 
99% of positives. 

An FDA official cited the 80% 
accuracy minimum for point-of- 
care tests in late May even after 
two White House aides tested 
positive for the virus. The Execu¬ 
tive Office of the President has 
spent roughly $140,000 on Abbott 
test kits. 

In a statement, Abbott said 
when its test is used as intended it 
“is delivering reliable results and 
is helping to reduce the spread of 
infection in society by detecting 
more positive results than would 
otherwise be found.” 

In March, HHS officials an¬ 
nounced that Cepheid would re¬ 
ceive approximately $3.7 million 
through its Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Au¬ 
thority for coronavirus diag¬ 
nostic development work; the 
Strategic National Stockpile also 
made a one-time $2.3 million 
purchase of Cepheid’s point-of- 
care tests, according to an agency 
spokesperson. 


White House relaxes virus screening 


Bloomberg 

The White House is cutting back on screening 
visitors for the coronavirus as President Donald 
Trump pushes to reopen the country. 

“In conjunction with Washington, D.C., enter¬ 
ing Phase Two today, the White House is scaling 
back complex-wide temperature checks,” White 
House spokesman Judd Deere said in a statement 
on Monday. 

The White House had been conducting tempera¬ 
ture checks in a makeshift medical tent at the press 
entrance since March. The tent was gone on Monday, 
as Washington entered its second phase of reopen¬ 


ing, allowing the businesses such as restaurants and 
gyms to open under limited conditions. 

“In addition to social distancing, hand sanitizer, 
regular deep cleaning of all work spaces, and volun¬ 
tary facial coverings, every staff member and guest 
in close proximity to the president and vice president 
is still being temperature checked, asked symptom 
histories, and tested for COVID-19,” Deere said. 

A notice posted in the briefing room lists symptoms 
of the virus and recommends social distancing. 

The US. reported 33,894 new cases on Saturday, 
its highest total since May 1. About 120,000 people 
have died from the virus in the U.S. 
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Sources: Venezuela wooed US lawmaker 


By Joshua Goodman 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Venezuela’s social¬ 
ist government tried to recruit 
then-Congressman Pete Sessions 
to broker a meeting with the CEO 
of Exxon Mobil at the same time 
it was secretly paying a close for¬ 
mer House colleague $50 million 
to keep U.S. sanctions at bay, The 
Associated Press has learned. 

An official at state-run oil giant 
PDVSA sent an email to the Texas 
Republican on June 8, 2017, seek¬ 
ing his help arranging a meeting 
between Venezuela’s oil minister 
and Darren Woods, then Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson’s suc¬ 
cessor at the helm of the Irving, 
Texas-based Exxon. The pur¬ 
pose: to lure Exxon back to Ven- 



I ezuela after 
a decade’s 
absence and 
inject much- 
needed dy¬ 
namism into 
the OPEC 
nation’s col¬ 
lapsing oil 
industry. 

The email, 
which was 
seen by the AP, has been shared 
with U.S. federal law enforce¬ 
ment looking into the person who 
allegedly instructed Sessions to 
send the email: former Miami 
Congressman David Rivera, ac¬ 
cording to two people familiar 
with the investigation who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 


Sessions 


discuss the politically sensitive 
matter. 

Rivera at the time was collect¬ 
ing part of a whopping $50 mil¬ 
lion contract for three months of 
consulting work for an American 
unit of PDVSA — a business deal 
now being investigated by federal 
prosecutors in Miami because he 
never registered as an agent of a 
foreign government. 

It’s not clear how Sessions, who 
is running again for Congress 
this fall, acted on the request, 
though he did not reply directly 
to the email. In any case, Exxon 
rebuffed the sought-after meet¬ 
ing in Dallas, according to the 
two people. 

But Sessions did engage in 
other mediation efforts in Ven¬ 


ezuela over the next 15 months. 

At the urging of a Venezuelan 
media mogul who would go on to 
become a top U.S. fugitive, he se¬ 
cretly traveled to Caracas in April 
2018 for a meeting with President 
Nicolas Maduro. The business¬ 
man, Raul Gorrin, was present 
at the meeting and Rivera served 
as a translator, a third person fa¬ 
miliar with the visit said, also on 
condition of anonymity. 

A few months later Sessions 
phoned the socialist leader with 
Rudy Giuliani, President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s personal lawyer, 
around the same time both men 
were involved in another shadow 
diplomatic effort to fire the U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine. Both 
men’s interest in Venezuela and 


Sessions’ advocacy of a Trump- 
Maduro meeting came as a sur¬ 
prise to John Bolton, according 
to the former national security 
adviser’s new book on his time at 
the White House. 

The AP first reported Sessions’ 
peacemaking trip to Caracas in 
2018. The earlier email regarding 
Exxon and his connection to Ri¬ 
vera was not known at the time. 

Sessions’ role in the ultimately 
futile back channeling, more ex¬ 
tensive than previously believed, 
is part of prosecutors’ examina¬ 
tion of Rivera’s paid consulting 
and how the money he received 
from Venezuela — at least $15 
million of the promised $50 mil¬ 
lion — was spent, the two people 
said. 


Did TikTok teens 
K-Pop fans punk 
key Trump rally? 



Ian Maule, Tulsa (Okla.) World/AP 


Attendees cheer for Vice President Mike Pence as he speaks during 
a campaign rally for President Donald Trump at BOK Center in Tulsa, 
Okla., on Saturday. Tulsa’s fire marshal’s office reported a crowd of 
less than 6,200 in the 19,000-seat arena. 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Did teens, 
TikTok users and fans of Korean 
pop music troll the president of 
the United States? 

For more than a week before 
Donald Trump’s first campaign 
rally in three months on Saturday 
in Tulsa, Okla., these tech-savvy 
groups opposing the president 
mobilized to reserve tickets for 
an event they had no intention of 
attending. While it’s unlikely they 
were responsible for the low turn¬ 
out, their antics may have inflat¬ 
ed the campaign’s expectations 
for attendance numbers that led 
to Saturday’s disappointing show. 

“My 16 year old daughter and 
her friends in Park City Utah 
have hundreds of tickets. You 
have been rolled by America’s 


teens," veteran Republican cam¬ 
paign strategist Steve Schmidt 
tweeted on Saturday. The tweet 
garnered more than 100,000 likes 
and many responses from people 
who say they or their kids did the 
same. 

Reached by telephone Sunday, 
Schmidt called the rally an “un¬ 
mitigated disaster” — days after 
Trump campaign chairman Brad 
Parscale tweeted that more than 
a million people requested tick¬ 
ets for the rally through Trump’s 
campaign website. 

In a statement, the Trump 
campaign blamed the “fake news 
media" for “warning people away 
from the rally" over COVID-19 
and protests against racial injus¬ 
tice around the country. 

“Leftists and online trolls doing 
a victory lap, thinking they some¬ 


how impacted rally attendance, 
don’t know what they’re talking 
about or how our rallies work," 
Parscale wrote. “Reporters who 
wrote gleefully about TikTok and 
K-Pop fans — without contacting 
the campaign for comment — be¬ 
haved unprofessionally and were 
willing dupes to the charade." 


Inside Tulsa’s 19,000-seat BOK 
Center, where Trump thundered 
that “the silent m^ority is stron¬ 
ger than ever before,” numerous 
seats were empty. Tulsa Fire 
Department spokesperson Andy 
Little said the city fire marshal’s 
office reported a crowd of less 
than 6,200 in the arena. 


NY police use apparent 
banned chokehold 

NEW YORK — New York Po¬ 
lice Department cops used an ap¬ 
parent chokehold while roughly 
arresting a man on a Queens 
boardwalk Sunday, video shows. 

The scene unfolded at 8:45 
a.m. near Beach 113th Street and 
Ocean Promenade in Rockaway 
Beach in the NYPD’s 100th Pre¬ 
cinct. The officer who used the 
apparent chokehold, David Afa- 
nador, was suspended without 
pay later Sunday. 

“While a full investigation is 
still underway, there is no ques¬ 
tion in my mind that this imme¬ 
diate action is necessary,” NYPD 
Commissioner Dermot Shea said. 

Police also released footage 
from Afanador’s body-worn cam¬ 
era that shows three men taunt¬ 
ing and insulting the officers for 
about 10 minutes before one of 
them approached one of the offi¬ 
cers, and was taken down. 

Police declined to say Sunday 
why the man was being arrest¬ 
ed or what charges he’ll face. A 
source said police were respond¬ 
ing to a call for an emotionally 
disturbed person. 

From New York Daily News 


In interview, Bolton calls Trump a ‘danger for the republic’ 


By Allyson Chiu 

The Washington Post 

Former national security advis¬ 
er John Bolton, a self-described 
“lifelong conservative,” said he 
will not vote for President Don¬ 
ald Trump in November, calling 
Trump a “danger for the repub¬ 
lic” during a televised interview 
with ABC News that aired Sun¬ 
day night. 

“I hope [history] will remem¬ 
ber him as a one-term president 
who didn’t plunge the country ir¬ 
retrievably into a downward spi¬ 
ral we can’t recall from,” Bolton 
told ABC News’s Martha Rad- 
datz. “We can get over one term. I 
have absolute confidence. ... Two 
terms. I’m more troubled about.” 

Bolton’s public excoriation of 
his former boss comes as part of 


a media tour to promote his new 
book, “The Room Where It Hap¬ 
pened: A White House Memoir,” 
which has drawn intense criti¬ 
cism from both Democrats and 
Republicans since excerpts and 
advance copies began circulating 
earlier this month. 

The damning 592-page ac¬ 
count of Bolton’s 17 months in the 
White House, decried by Trump 
as a “compilation of lies and made 
up stories,” is set to be released 
Tuesday, despite the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s last-ditch attempt 
to block its publication over alle¬ 
gations that it contains classified 
information. 

In Sunday’s interview, Bolton 
expanded on revelations in the 
book, which he argued supports 
his claims that Trump is “unfit 


for office” and lacks the “compe¬ 
tence to carry out the job.” De¬ 
scribing the president as “erratic 
and impulsive,” Bolton slammed 
Trump’s handling of U.S. foreign 
policy, accusing him of prioritiz¬ 
ing reelection and personal re¬ 
lationships over the country’s 
national security — highlighting 
his dealings with North Korea, 
Russia, China and Ukraine as 
prime examples. 

Bolton said his book shows 
“a pattern quite contrary to the 
image [Trump] would like to 
convey, of a decisive president 
who knows something about what 
he’s doing.” He noted that Trump 
“very rarely read much” during 
intelligence briefings and also 
said Trump was unwilling “to 
do systematic learning so that he 


could make the most informed 
decisions.” 

“There really isn’t any guid¬ 
ing principle, that I was able to 
discern, other than what’s good 
for Donald Trump’s reelection,” 
Bolton said. 

He added, “Decisions are 
made in a very scatter shot fash¬ 
ion, especially in the potentially 
mortal field of national security 
policy. This is a danger for the 
republic.” 

Bolton also defended his deci¬ 
sion not to testify in impeach¬ 
ment proceedings against Trump 
— a move bashed by Democrats 
in light of the damaging details in 
his book about Trump’s actions 
toward Ukraine. 

For instance, Bolton recounted 
a conversation he had with Trump 


in which the president “directly 
linked the provision” of sending 
aid to Ukraine with an investiga¬ 
tion into former Vice President 
Joe Biden, who is now the pre¬ 
sumptive Democratic nominee. 
Trump has denied making such 
comments to Bolton, and during 
Sunday’s interview, Bolton ac¬ 
cused the president of lying. 

But Bolton maintained that his 
impeachment testimony “would 
not have made any difference.” 

“Minds were made up on Capi¬ 
tol Hill,” he said. Bolton, how¬ 
ever, said that while he doesn’t 
want Trump to win reelection, he 
is “certainly not going to vote for 
Joe Biden either.” 

“I’m going to figure out a con¬ 
servative Republican to write in,” 
he said. 
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Second shooting 
at Seattle rally 
leaves one hurt 



Photos by Steve Helber/AP 


Isaiah Bowen, right, takes a shot as his dad. Garth Bowen, center, looks on at a basketball hoop in front 
of the statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee on Monument Avenue on Sunday in Richmond, Va. 

Richmond police stop group trying 
to pull down Confederate statue 



Workers for The Virginia Department of General Services installed 
concrete barriers around the Lee statue last Wednesday, for the 
safety of demonstrators and the statue. 


Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Police in 
Virginia’s capital declared an 
unlawful assembly and broke up 
a gathering of protesters accused 
of attempting to pull down anoth¬ 
er Confederate monument along a 
prominent avenue Sunday night. 

Richmond police declared 
the gathering near the statue of 
Confederate Gen. J.E.B. Stuart 
unlawful and ordered demonstra¬ 
tors to leave the area along Monu¬ 
ment Avenue at around 9:30 p.m., 
news outlets reported. 

Protesters had climbed atop 
the statue and tied ropes around 
it before authorities intervened, 
Virginia State Police said in a 
statement. The agency said it 
responded to dispel the protest¬ 
ers after some began throwing 
bottles at officers. 

Photos obtained by news out¬ 
lets showed a line of police in 
riot gear blocking the monument. 
Some demonstrators and news 
outlets reported that officers de¬ 
ployed chemical agents on them, 
including pepper spray and tear 
gas. 

Multiple Confederate monu¬ 


ments in Richmond have been 
rallying points and sites of con¬ 
frontations with police during 
demonstrations in the weeks 
since George Floyd died in Min¬ 
neapolis police custody. 

Statues of Confederate Presi¬ 
dent Jefferson Davis and Con¬ 


federate Gen. Williams Carter 
Wickham as well as of Christo¬ 
pher Columbus were toppled. A 
massive statue to Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee remains on 
its pedestal along Monument Av¬ 
enue for now, as lawsuits seek to 
block its removal. 


Associated Press 

SEATTLE — One person was 
wounded in what was the second 
shooting in Seattle’s protest zone 
in less than 48 hours, police said. 

The shooting happened late 
Sunday night in the area near Se¬ 
attle’s downtown that is known as 
CHOP, for “Capitol Hill Occupied 
Protest,” police tweeted, adding 
that one person was at a hospital 
with a gunshot wound. 

The person arrived in a private 
vehicle and was in serious condi¬ 
tion, Harborview Medical Center 
spokesperson Susan Gregg said 
in a statement. 

The zone evolved after weeks 
of protests in the city over police 
brutality and racism, sparked by 
the police killing of George Floyd, 
a Black man, in Minneapolis. 

The Sunday shooting followed 
a pre-dawn shooting Saturday in 
a park within the zone that left a 
19-year-old man dead and a 33- 
year-old man critically injured. 
The suspect or suspects in that 
first shooting fled the scene, and 
no arrests had been made as of 
Sunday, Detective Mark Jamie¬ 
son had said. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
where within the zone Sunday 
night’s shooting took place. The 
Seattle Fire Department arrived 
at the scene at 10:46 p.m., fire 
department spokesperson David 
Cuerpo told the Seattle Times. 

The fire department was soon 
notified that the injured person 
has already been taken away. 
Both victims in Saturday’s shoot¬ 
ing — whose identities hadn’t yet 
been released — were also trans¬ 
ported to the same hospital via 
private car. 

Seattle police tweeted that they 
had heard of a second shooting 
that they were unable to verify, 
given “conflicting reports.” 

Further details about what 
transpired Sunday night weren’t 
immediately available. It wasn’t 
clear whether anyone was in 


custody. 

The CHOP zone is a several- 
block area cordoned off by pro¬ 
testers near a police station in the 
city’s Capitol Hill neighborhood. 
President Donald Trump has 
criticized Seattle Mayor Jenny 
Durkan and Gov. Jay Inslee, 
both Democrats, for allowing the 
zone. 

On Monday, two people were 
killed and seven others were 
wounded in a shooting in North 
Carolina’s largest city, police 
said, while five others were hit by 
vehicles. 

The shooting happened at an 
“impromptu block party” that 
was a continuation of Juneteenth 
celebrations, Charlotte-Mecklen- 
burg Police Deputy Chief Johnny 
Jennings told reporters. 

Police responding to a call 
about a pedestrian hit by a car 
found hundreds of people in the 
streets around 12:30 a.m., a po¬ 
lice statement said. As officers 
arrived, they heard several shots 
nearby. 

No one was in custody as of 
Monday morning. 

A female victim who was shot 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene, the release said. Her age 
and identity weren’t released. 
Another victim was pronounced 
dead at a hospital; no further in¬ 
formation about the second fatal¬ 
ity was released. 

The conditions of the seven 
people wounded in the shooting 
weren’t immediately clear. 

Jennings initially said the five 
people were hit by vehicles while 
running away, but the police 
statement later said that the first 
person hit by a car was believed 
to be the call officers were initial¬ 
ly responding to, while the other 
four were struck by vehicles flee¬ 
ing the gunfire. 

All five are believed to have 
suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries. 


Minority officers at jail allege discrimination after Chauvin booking 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Eight mi¬ 
nority corrections officers who 
work at the jail holding a for¬ 
mer Minneapolis police officer 
charged with murder in the death 
of George Floyd allege that they 
were barred from guarding or 
having contact with the officer 
because of their race. 

Floyd died on May 25 after 
Derek Chauvin, who is white, 
used his knee to pin down the 
handcuffed Black man’s neck 


even after Floyd stopped mov¬ 
ing and pleading for air. Chauvin 
is charged with second-degree 
murder and manslaughter. He is 
being held at the Ramsey County 
Jail on $1 million bond. 

Eight Ramsey County cor¬ 
rections officers filed racial 
discrimination charges with 
the Minnesota Department of 
Human Rights on Friday alleging 
that when Chauvin was booked 
into the jail, all officers of color 
were ordered to a separate floor, 
according to the Star Tribune, 


which obtained a copy of charges. 
The charges allege that a super¬ 
visor told one of the officers that 
because of their race, they would 
be a potential “liability” around 
Chauvin. 

Bonnie Smith, a Minneapolis 
attorney representing the eight 
employees, said the order left a 
lasting impact on morale. 

“I think they deserve to have 
employment decisions made 
based on performance and behav¬ 
ior,” she said. “Their main goal is 
to make sure this never happens 


again." 

Jail Superintendent Steve 
Lydon allegedly told superiors 
that he was informed that day 
that Chauvin would be arriving 
in 10 minutes and he made a call 
“to protect and support” minor¬ 
ity employees by shielding them 
from Chauvin. 

“Out of care and concern, and 
without the comfort of time, I 
made a decision to limit exposure 
to employees of color to a murder 
suspect who could potentially ag¬ 
gravate those feelings,” Lydon 


said in a statement given during 
an internal investigation and pro¬ 
vided by the sheriff’s office to the 
Star Tribune. He has since been 
demoted. 

The discrimination charges are 
expected to automatically trig¬ 
ger a state investigation. It would 
mark the second Department of 
Human Rights racism probe into 
a law enforcement agency in re¬ 
cent weeks. The state launched 
a sweeping inquiry into the Min¬ 
neapolis Police Department after 
Floyd’s death. 
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S. Korea urges 
North to halt 
leaflets plan 

By Hyung-Jin Kim 

Associated Press 



Korean Central News Agency, Korea News Service/AP 

North Koreans prepare anti-South Korea propaganda leaflets in 


SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea on Monday urged North 
Korea to scrap a plan to launch 
propaganda leaflets across the 
border after the North said it’s 
ready to float 12 million leaflets 
in what would be the largest such 
psychological campaign against 
its southern rival. 

Animosities on the Korean 
Peninsula rose sharply last week 
after North Korea destroyed an 
inter-Korean liaison office on its 
territory in anger over South Ko¬ 
rean civilian leafleting against it. 
North Korea said it will fly pro¬ 
paganda leaflets and take other 
steps to nullify 2018 deals to ease 
tensions at the border. 

Yoh Sangkey, a spokesman 


LONDON — The English town 
of Reading mourned Monday for 
three people stabbed to death in 
what is being treated as a terror¬ 
ist attack, gathering for a moment 
of silence as police questioned the 
suspected lone attacker. 

More than 100 students lit can¬ 
dles and laid flowers in memory 
of history teacher James Furlong, 
who was named as one of the vic¬ 
tims. A flag in the courtyard of 
the Holt School, where he taught 
in nearby Wokingham, had been 
lowered to half-staff 

“He was so passionate and en¬ 
thusiastic about history and about 
learning, and anything that was 
boring, anything you didn’t find 
interesting, he would make it in¬ 
teresting,” former student Molly 
Collins told the BBC. “He would 
spend time with you, he got to 
know people individually, and he 
just always went the extra mile 
for everyone.” 


at Seoul’s Unification Ministry, 
told reporters that North Korea 
must suspend its plan to send 
anti-Seoul leaflets that “are not 
helpful to South-North (Korea) 
relations at all.” 

Earlier Monday, North Korea 
said it had manufactured 12 
million propaganda leaflets to 
be floated toward South Korea 
aboard 3,000 balloons and other 
unspecified delivery equipment. 

“Our plan of distributing the 
leaflets against the enemy is an 
eruption of the unquenchable 
anger of all the people and the 
whole society,” the North’s offi¬ 
cial Korean Central News Agen¬ 
cy said. “The time for retaliatory 
punishment is drawing near.” 

Some observers say ongoing 
weather conditions aren’t favor¬ 
able for North Korea to fly propa- 


Furlong’s friend, Joe Ritchie- 
Bennett, 39, was named by his 
family in Philadelphia as the 
second victim. The identity of 
the third victim has not been 
released. 

U.S. ambassador to Britain 
Woody Johnson offered his “deep¬ 
est condolences” to the families of 
those killed in the attack on June 


North Korea on Saturday. 

ganda balloons to South Korea so 
that it may use drones to launch 
them. They say this could trig¬ 
ger clashes between the Koreas 
because South Korea must re¬ 
spond to incoming drones to its 
territory. 

South Korean Defense Minister 
Jeong Kyeong-doo told lawmak¬ 
ers Monday that how his military 
responds to potential North Ko¬ 
rean leafleting depends on what 
delivery equipment the North 
would use. 

A South Korean activist recent- 


20. A 25-year-old man who is be¬ 
lieved to be the lone attacker is in 
custody but officials said the mo¬ 
tive for the carnage was unclear. 

“Our thoughts are with all those 
affected,” Johnson said. “We con¬ 
demn the attack absolutely and 
have offered our assistance to 
British law enforcement.” 

Three people were killed and 


ly said he would also drop about 
a million leaflets over the border 
around Thursday, the 70th anni¬ 
versary of the start of the 1950-53 
Korean War. South Korean offi¬ 
cials have said they’ll ban civilian 
activists from launching balloons 
toward North Korea. 

Experts say North Korea is 
likely using the South Korean 
civilian leafleting as a chance to 
boost its internal unity and apply 
more pressures on Seoul and 
Washington amid stalled nuclear 
diplomacy. 


three others seriously wounded 
in the stabbing attack Saturday 
evening in Forbury Gardens park 
in Reading, a town of 200,000 
people 40 miles west of London. 

The suspect, who is believed to 
be the lone attacker, is in custody 
but officials said the motive for 
the carnage was unclear. 

Chief Constable John Campbell 
of Thames Valley Police said of¬ 
ficers were called to reports of 
stabbings just before 7 p.m. and 
arrived to find a “horrific” scene. 
Unarmed officers detained a 
local man. 

Police have not identified the 
suspect, but Britain’s national 
news agency. Press Association, 
and other media outlets named 
him as Khairi Saadallah, a Libyan 
asylum-seeker living in Reading. 

The BBC reported that Saadal¬ 
lah was investigated by British 
security services last year over 
concerns he planned to travel 
abroad to join a jihadi group, but 
that he was not determined to be 
a major threat. 


China to Canada: Stop 
remarks on spy case 

BEIJING — China told Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau on Mon¬ 
day to “stop making irresponsible 
remarks” after he said Beijing’s 
decision to charge two Canadi¬ 
ans with spying was linked to his 
country’s arrest of a Chinese tech 
executive. 

The spying charges are “com¬ 
pletely different” from the case 
of Huawei executive Meng Wan- 
zhou, a foreign ministry spokes¬ 
man said. Meng was arrested on 
U.S. charges connected to pos¬ 
sible violations of trade sanctions 
on Iran. 

Michael Kovrig and Michael 
Spavor were detained in what was 
widely seen as an attempt to pres¬ 
sure Canada after Meng’s Decem¬ 
ber 2018 arrest in Vancouver. 

Iran arrested student 
charity founder, 2 aides 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian se¬ 
curity forces Monday arrested 
the founder of an influential stu¬ 
dent charity organization and 
two of his aides, and sealed the 
group’s offices in Tehran, a local 
news website reported. 

The report by fararu.com said 
authorities appeared at the home 
of Sharmin Meimandinejad, the 
charity’s founder, and arrested 
him. It said that around the same 
time, Morteza Kaymanaeh, the 
spokesman for the charity, and 
another of its employees, Katay- 
oun Afrazeh, were also arrested. 

The report gave no details or 
the reason for the arrests and 
the police did not announce any 
charges against the three or the 
charity, named after Imam Ali, 
the Shiite Muslim sect’s most 
revered figure after the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

President’s party wins 
total power in Serbia 

BELGRADE, Serbia — Ser¬ 
bia’s president led his party to a 
landslide victory in general elec¬ 
tions boycotted by the opposition, 
securing a crushing m^ority in 
a country that’s at the center of 
a struggle for influence among 
global powers. 

Aleksandar Vucic’s Serbian 
Progressive Party won 63.4% of 
Sunday’s vote, according to par¬ 
tial official results with 2.3% of 
polling stations counted. 

Boosted by the boycott from 
opposition leaders and turnout 
marred by fear of coronavirus, 
the result is enough for his party 
to change any law uncontested. It 
also eclipses the majorities held 
by ruling parties across Europe to 
save those of Russia and Belarus. 

From The Associated Press 


UK town mourns victims of possible terrorist act 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 



Steve Parsons, PA/AP 


Co-headteacher Anne Kennedy on Monday speaks to media at the 
Holt School in Wokingham, England, in memory of teacher James 
Furlong, a victim of a suspected terrorist attack in nearby Reading. 
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WORLD 


Rare 'ring of fire’ 
eclipse seen across 
Africa, Asia, Mideast 


Associated Press 

DUBAI—Stargazers in Africa, 
Asia and parts of the Middle East 
looked to the skies this weekend 
to witness a partial solar eclipse. 

It was known as a “ring of fire” 
because the moon covered most, 
but not all, of the sun. It started 
at 11:45 p.m. EDT Saturday 
and went until 5:34 a.m. EDT 
Sunday. 

Millions from Dubai to Taiwan 
to Japan to India watched the 
solar spectacle. 

In Dubai, people could see over 
85% of the sun covered by the 
moon, with photographers tak¬ 
ing stunning photos of the eclipse 
over the iconic Burj Khalifa 
building. 

It was a sight that will not be 
possible in the country for anoth¬ 
er 14 years, according to Chief 
Executive Officer of Dubai As¬ 
tronomy Group Hasan al-Hariri. 


Al-Hariri said while the ongo¬ 
ing coronavirus pandemic had 
halted their plans for a gathering 
to see the rare phenomena, the 
group has turned to the internet 
to help people observe the partial 
eclipse, providing a live feed of 
the moon as it passes between the 
earth and the sun. 

“An eclipse is kind of a rare 
event. It usually happens two 
times in a year, but it differs 
from location to location so it’s 
not fixed in one location. Now we 
were fortunate to have it, the one 
which was in December last year 
and this one, and then we will 
have one similar to this after 14 
years. So it’s kind of something a 
bit rare to observe.” 

An overcast sky didn’t deter 
enthusiasts in India with the par¬ 
tial eclipse also visible in the New 
Delhi sky. 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


A man uses solar glasses to look at a partial solar eclipse near the Forbidden City in Beijing on Sunday. 



Mahesh Kumar A./AP Vincent Yu/AP 


Far left: Indians 
wearing masks 
as a precaution 
against coronavirus 
watch solar eclipse 
through solar filters 
in Hyderabad, India. 

Left: The sun is 
seen through rain 
clouds during solar 
eclipse in Hong 
Kong. 
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Marking World Refugee Day 

Dikchhaya Fanday, 17 , left, and Amisha Tang, 17, both of Erie, Pa., perform a Nepalese dance at the U.S. Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants Erie office. The USCRI had to adjust their annual World Refugee Day event due to the coronavirus pandemic. Visitors were 
asked to stay in their cars and watch the performances. 

THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of patients who had medicai 
pot paperwork signed by a fake doctor in Missouri. The 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services said 
in a news release that there is no evidence to indicate 
the affected patients were aware the physician listed 
was not the physician who met with them. Department 
of Health and Senior Services spokesperson Lisa Cox said the department could 
not comment on who was being impersonated. The affected patients will be noti¬ 
fied and given 30 days to submit a valid certificate before their license is revoked. 


600 


Police say Army vet 
shot at woman’s SUV 

^ A COLUMBUS — An 

Army veteran is in 
custody after he was accused of 
emptying his 9 mm pistol at an¬ 
other vehicle during a road rage 
incident in a Georgia parking lot. 

Columbus police said Joe Har¬ 
vey, 52, fired at least nine times 
in the parking lot of Dick’s Sport¬ 
ing Goods, the Columbus Ledger- 
Enquirer reported. No one was 
hurt. 

Aiming at a Chevy Trailblaz- 
er driven by Velisha Hearlson, 
whose 15-year-old daughter was 
in the passenger seat, Harvey’s 
first five bullets hit the hood of 
his pickup before the next four 
struck the Trailblazer’s hood, po¬ 
lice said. 

At a preliminary hearing in Co¬ 
lumbus Recorder’s Court, Officer 
Michael Clements testified that 
Harvey and Hearlson both were 
going east when Hearlson moved 
into Harvey’s lane, and he felt she 
cut him off He followed as she 
turned into the store’s parking lot. 

High water, erosion 
create floating island 

||i| I MUSKEGON — A 
I w 11 large mass of grasses 
and other vegetation was swept 
into a western Michigan lake, 
creating what one professor calls 
a “bizarre” floating island. 

Norton Shores photographer 
Joe Gee shot video of the float¬ 
ing vegetation in Muskegon Lake 
using an aerial drone. His footage 
showed a pontoon boat circling 
the island and looking small by 
comparison. 

The floating vegetation is 
almost certainly the result of 
record-high water levels and re¬ 
sulting shoreline erosion, said 
Alan D. Steinman, director of the 
Annis Water Resources Institute 
at Grand Valley State University. 

Man floats down river 
to flee traffic stop 

IWIO UNION — Authori- 
lwl\^ ties arrested a man 
after he attempted to swim down 
a river while fleeing a traffic stop 
in eastern Missouri. 

Mqj. Trevor Wild of the Frank¬ 
lin County Sheriff’s Office said 
the man drove through a hayfield 
and ditched his car before he at¬ 
tempted to swim down the Bour- 
beuse River. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re¬ 
ported that the 38-year-old was 
initially stopped for driving with¬ 
out a license and failing to yield to 
law enforcement. He came out of 
the river and police arrested him. 
He was later released. Wild said. 

Wild said this is not the first 
time someone has attempted to 
escape by floating down a river. 
He said it has happened several 
times before. 

Mountain lion may have 
killed zoo animals 

SAN FRANCISCO —A 

mountain lion that was 
captured roaming the streets of 
San Francisco may have killed 
three animals at the city zoo, au¬ 
thorities said. 


Two wallaroos and a red kanga¬ 
roo were found dead in their out¬ 
door exhibit at the San Francisco 
Zoo and it appears that a local 
wild carnivore was responsible, 
the zoo said in a statement, adding 
that it was investigating whether 
the cougar was responsible. 

A 50-pound male cougar, be¬ 
lieved to be under 2 years old, was 
spotted roaming downtown. He 
was seen sleeping in a planter box 
and looking at his reflection in 
the glass of an office tower before 
being captured, officials said. 

13 sickened by illness 
linked to bagged salads 

|\i||y ST. PAUL — The 
I w 1 Minnesota Depart¬ 
ment of Health said 13 people in 
Minnesota have gotten sick with 
an intestinal illness linked to 
bagged salads. 

The Minnesotans ranged in age 
from 24 to 79 and fell ill between 
June 1 and 9, the Health Depart¬ 
ment said. 

State health officials are warn¬ 
ing consumers not to eat ALDI 
Little Salad Bar brand Garden 
Salad or Hy-Vee brand Garden 
Salad. The Star Tribune reported 
the warning applies only to the 
store-brand salads labeled as 
“garden salads” and not for other 
kinds of store-brand packaged 
salads sold at those retailers. 

The Minnesotans are among 
people from six states who have 
gotten sick with Cyclospora infec¬ 
tions linked to the bagged salads. 


Man charged with 
blowing up ATM 

n A PHILADELPHIA — A 
24-year-old Philadel¬ 
phia man was charged with using 
explosives to blow up a cash ma¬ 
chine as demonstrations rocked 
the city this month. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office said 
it would oppose bail for David El- 
makayes at a hearing. 

Elmakayes was charged with 
using an explosive device to dam¬ 
age property and being a felon in 
possession of a firearm. 

Authorities said he was carry¬ 
ing three additional explosive de¬ 
vices and other weapons when he 
was arrested shortly after a cash 
machine in North Philadelphia 
was damaged. 

Fire started by improper 
disposal of fireworks 

lyW LAS VEGAS —Author- 
w ities in Las Vegas said 
improper disposal of a large num¬ 


ber of used fireworks in a trash 
container caused a house fire that 
displaced a family of five. 

A fire that started in the trash 
container next to a garage wall 
spread up the wall into the attic of 
the two-story home, fire officials 
said. 

Spent fireworks can stay hot for 
a long time and should be soaked 
in a bucket of water for at least an 
hour before being put in a trash 
container, officials said. 

Neighbors notified the house’s 
occupants after seeing smoke 
coming from the roof 

Authorities say mom 
helped fugitive son flee 

ly I HIGHLAND PARK 
J — A New Jersey moth¬ 
er helped her adult son flee to 
Pennsylvania after he shot a man 
several times during a robbery, 
authorities said. 

Felicia Terrell, 53, of Highland 
Park was charged with three 
counts of hindering apprehen¬ 
sion, according to New Jersey 


Jack Hanrahan, Erie (Pa.) Times-News/AP 


State police. 

Terrell’s son, James Ward, 21, 
was arrested at a hotel in Wil¬ 
kes-Barre. He’s facing counts of 
attempted murder, burglary and 
conspiracy that stem from a rob¬ 
bery in New Brunswick. 

Woman held in $21.6M 
real estate scam 

^ A LOS ANGELES — A 
Southern California 
woman was arrested on charges 
of swindling investors, mainly 
from China, out of $21.6 million 
in a phony condominium and 
hotel complex project. 

Ruixue “Serena” Shi, 36, of 
Arcadia, was taken into custody 
by FBI agents on a criminal com¬ 
plaint charging her with wire 
fraud, a statement from the U.S. 
attorney’s office said. 

Shi owned Global House Buyer, 
a China-based real estate devel¬ 
opment company, and was CEO 
of a Beverly Hills-based devel¬ 
opment company, according to 
court documents. 

From 2015 to 2018, Shi solicited 
investments for what she claimed 
would be a 207-unit luxury condo 
and hotel complex in the Coachel¬ 
la Valley, near Palm Springs, 
prosecutors said. 

Instead of building the project, 
she spent a large chunk of the 
money on a lavish lifestyle that in¬ 
cluded luxury cars, travel and de¬ 
signer clothing, prosecutors said. 
From wire reports 
















Tuesday, June 23,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


FACES 


Criss takes 
liberties on 
'Royalties’ 

Former ‘Glee’ star reveals 
songwriting chops and a 
goofy side in Quibi series 



Darren Criss’ new 
12-part Quibi series 
“Royalties” takes a 
satirical look at the 
music industry. 


By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

Great songs have been inspired by all 
kinds of things — like love, dreams and 
heartache. Now comes an unlikely one in¬ 
spired by a hot dog. 

That’s the comedic premise of the first 
episode of Quibi’s new 12-part series “Roy¬ 
alties,” starring Darren Criss and Kether 
Donohue as an aspiring songwriter team. 
One day, the hungry duo find creativity 
while munching on frankfurters. 

“I was playing ketchup,” the lyrics go to 
their subsequent soaring ballad. “It was 
more than I could chew / But you put me 
on a roll / Turned me into a frank man.” 

The satirical look at the music industry 
has a fresh song in every episode and al¬ 
lows Criss to show off more than his act¬ 
ing chops: He wrote all the music, from 
a raunchy rap song to pure, irresistible 
pop. 

“Songwriting and music has always 
been such a huge part of my life that gives 
me such a great deal of joy. That has just 
had nowhere near the amount of exposure 
as my acting career,” said the Emmy and 
Golden Globe Award-winner. “I’m trying 
to level the playing field a little bit.” 

The show reunites Criss with the writ¬ 
ing team of brothers Matt and Nick Lang, 
who all collaborated more than a decade 
ago on the cult comedy “A Very Potter 
Musical.” They’ve been mixing comedy 
and music ever since. 


“Going into a really zany, goofy com¬ 
edy is what I was doing with the Langs 
before my Hollywood train got running,” 
said Criss. “So getting to go back to that 

— being a goofball, writing goofy songs, 
doing stuff that isn’t really totally serious 

— it is my wheelhouse.” 

The show begins airing Monday and 
explores how songs from superstars are 
often crafted by unknown songwriters, 
something Criss has long been obsessed 
with. As a kid, he studied the liner notes 
of albums to find out who the overlooked 
writers were. “While this show is about 
songwriters, it really is an ode to the cre¬ 
ative process in general,” he said. 

The show’s creators cleverly made the 
show work on Quibi, the mobile phone- 
only platform that offers installments of 
movies and TV in 10 minutes or less. 

“It was certainly a bit of a challenge to 
say, ‘OK, how are we going to pack enough 
stuff into the 10 minutes to make it feel 
like a show, but also make it feel a little 
bit like every episode is its own self-con¬ 
tained adventure?”’ said Nick Lang. 

“Royalties” has tapped Amy Heckerling 
(“Clueless” and “Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High”) to direct. It has also attracted an 
impressive list of guest stars, including 
Mark Hamill, Jennifer Coolidge, Kevin 
McHale, Julianne Hough, Rufus Wain- 
wright and Lil Rel Howery. 

Landing Hamill was due to pure luck. 
Criss wrote to the Star Wars actor asking 
him if he’d consider being part of an epi¬ 


sode that centered on a musician fascinat¬ 
ed by King Kong. It turns out, completely 
unknown to the show creators, that Ha¬ 
mill has had a lifelong obsession with the 
King Kong franchise. 

“The next thing I know. I’m in the booth 
recording Mark Hamill’s vocals on a song 
and just not being able to believe a... sec¬ 
ond of it,” said Criss. “I have no idea how 
we pulled it off.” 

Republic Records will be releasing the 
Season One music from the series on July 
3, including Hamill’s song “Mighty as 
Kong.” 

“Royalties” is just the latest show try¬ 
ing to lure viewers to Quibi, which was 
launched at the beginning of the corona- 
virus pandemic and has endured a rocky 
start, with fewer subscribers than hoped 
for. 

Criss, who has starred in everything 
from “Glee” to “The Assassination of Gi¬ 
anni Versace,” is optimistic that people 
will seek out a good show regardless of 
platform. 

“At the end of the day, we hope that 
the content can speak for itself,” he said. 
“People are spending hours and hours 
of their life on Instagram anyway. They 
might as well spend a couple of those 
chunks of time on our show.” 

It’s a feeling Nick Lang shares: “If the 
content and entertainment is good and 
valuable and enjoyable, I think it will be 
valuable for people no matter what. So I 
hope that people can enjoy it.” 


Franco gets drive-in premiere for directorial debut 


Associated Press 

Dave Franco says the drive-in premiere for 
his directorial debut was “perfect” but admit¬ 
tedly “a little weird.” 

The 35-year-old actor found himself at the 
center of Hollywood’s evolving response to 
the coronavirus pandemic June 18 as he pre¬ 
miered his directorial debut “The Rental” to 
more than 1,300 people at the Vineland drive- 
in theatre in Southern California. 

Joined by stars including wife Alison Brie, 
Dan Stevens and Sheila Vand, he took off his 
mask to pose for photographers in the center 
of a massive parking lot, then answered ques¬ 
tions via Zoom from his car after the film 
ended. 

It beat a traditional, more buttoned-up red 
carpet event. Franco said. 

“It didn’t feel like there was a spotlight on 
me or the cast. It felt more like this commu¬ 
nal experience where everyone was just ex¬ 
cited to get out of their homes and, you know, 
let loose with a group of fellow movie lovers. 
It was perfect,” he said. 

Franco says Brie calmed him down about 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Dave Franco, director/co-writer of 
“The Rental,” attends an advance 
screening of the film June 18 
at a drive-in theater in City of 
Industry, Calif. 


the shortcomings of an outdoor screening: 
patchy audio over the FM radio and ambient 
light drowning out darker sections of his hor¬ 
ror thriller “The Rental.” 

“Trust me, it is not what I do; I am a crazy 
perfectionist. I annoy everyone around me 
because I won’t stop until it’s perfect. And so 
it was hard for me to let go, but it was nice 
having Alison next to me — she forced me to 
let go,” he said. 

His movie is set to be released via video- 
on-demand and at drive-ins and traditional 
theaters on July 24. But the nation’s largest 
theater chains have been adjusting their re¬ 
opening plans regularly in response to health 
officials. Franco says that like many in Hol¬ 
lywood, he’s tracking Christopher Nolan’s 
“Tenet,” scheduled for release July 31. 

“Obviously that’s the giant movie that ev¬ 
eryone’s focused on and that all the theaters 
are really trying to open in time for that film. 
So we’ve just been kind of stepping back 
and monitoring ... If they’re not opening for 
‘Tenet,’ they ain’t opening for us.... I’m happy 
to creep behind Christopher Nolan all day.” 


Concert to promote 
coronavirus equity 

Associated Press 

Dwayne Johnson will host and Shakira, 
Miley Cyrus and Jennifer Hudson will per¬ 
form on a globally broadcast concert call¬ 
ing on world leaders to make coronavirus 
tests and treatment available and equitable 
for all. 

The advocacy organization Global Citi¬ 
zen and the European Commission an¬ 
nounced Monday that Global Goal: Unite 
for Our Future — The Concert will air on 
Saturday. 

Other artists performing in isolation in¬ 
clude Usher, Justin Bieber, Coldplay and 
Chloe X Halle. The concert will also feature 
appearances from Billy Porter, Charlize 
Theron, Chris Rock, Kerry Washington, 
Salma Hayek and David Beckham. 

It will be broadcast on television stations, 
radio stations, websites and streaming out¬ 
lets around the world. 

“The event aims to lift up the global 
community that is tackling equitable ac¬ 
cess to healthcare, and other enormous 
injustices facing our world,” Johnson said 
in a statement. 

Organizers say the show is not a fund¬ 
raiser, but is instead intended to draw 
awareness to the disproportionate impact 
the coronavirus pandemic has had on mar¬ 
ginalized communities. 

Live Nation announces 
drive-in concert series 

Tour promoter Live Nation has an¬ 
nounced its first-ever drive-in concerts 
series in the US. for July, months after the 
live music industry has been on lockdown 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The entertainment company on Monday 
announced “Live from the Drive-In” — a 
set of nine shows to take place July 10-12 
in Nashville; Maryland Heights, Mo.; and 
Noblesville, Ind. 

Grammy-winning singer Brad Pais¬ 
ley will headline shows in all three cities, 
while fellow country artists Darius Rucker 
and Jon Pardi will also perform in Nash¬ 
ville at Nissan Stadium. Nelly will perform 
in Maryland Heights, near St. Louis. 

Concertgoers will be able to drive into 
the parking lots of the amphitheaters — a 
maximum of four people per car — and 
will have two empty parking lot spaces in 
between each vehicle so fans can watch 
and party from their designated individual 
tailgating zones. 

Other news 

■ The guitar Kurt Cobain played on 
Nirvana’s 1993 “MTV Unplugged” per¬ 
formance months before his death sold for 
an eye-popping $6 million June 20 at auc¬ 
tion. The 1959 Martin D-18E that Cobain 
played in the band’s rare acoustic perfor¬ 
mance and subsequent live album was 
sold to Australian Peter Freedman, owner 
of Rode Microphones, at the Music Icons 
event run by Julien’s Auctions in Beverly 
Hills, Calif 

■ Comedian D.L. Hughley announced 
he tested positive for COVID-19 after 
collapsing onstage during a June 19 per¬ 
formance in Nashville. The stand-up come¬ 
dian, 57, posted a video on Twitter in which 
he said he was treated for exhaustion and 
dehydration afterward. 

■ Rap artist Hurricane Chris, known 
for the hit “A Bay Bay,” was arrested on a 
murder charge in Louisiana after a man 
died during a shooting at a gas station. The 
rapper, whose real name is Christopher 
Dooley Jr., was arrested early June 19 
on one count each of second-degree mur¬ 
der and illegal possession of stolen items, 
Shreveport Police said in a news release. 
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Putin needs 

By Jackson Diehl 

The Washington Post 

V ladimir Putin is suffering through 
his worst year in two decades in 
power. The coronavirus is rag¬ 
ing across Russia, which has re¬ 
ported more than half a million cases and 
8,100 deaths and is suspected of hiding 
many more. The economy is crashing so 
steeply that the government failed to issue 
a monthly gross domestic product report in 
May for the first time in 15 years. Putin’s 
foolish launching of an oil price war with 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman made a bad recession worse. 

Forced to postpone a referendum that 
would allow him to remain in office until 
2036, Putin is now going ahead with it on 
July 1, and no doubt it will be rigged to pro¬ 
duce the right result. But his poll ratings 
are the lowest they have been since he was 
installed as Boris Yeltsin’s prime minister 
and successor in 1999. 

Worst of all, from Putin’s point of view, 
his vaunted foreign policy, aimed at re¬ 
storing Russia’s global influence with bold 
gambits and deft maneuvering, has hit a 
wall. Since February, Russian forces and 
their proxies have suffered sharp reversals 
in Syria and Libya, turning both interven¬ 
tions into quagmires that Putin cannot eas¬ 
ily escape without humiliation. Ukraine’s 
new president has rebuffed his plan for 
ending the long-simmering conflict in the 
country’s east on Moscow’s terms, even 
while the parts of Ukraine controlled by 
Russia’s proxies drain billions from an al¬ 
ready-stretched budget. 

Putin needs help. He badly needs a win. 
He needs, specifically, the reelection of 
President Donald Trump. In ways both 
more blatant and more subtle than in 2016, 


F rench President Emmanuel 
Macron and British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson greeted each other 
with waves and thumbs-up this 
week. Even the elbow bump with which 
Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders opened 
their mid-March debate is a thing of the 
past. Forget handshakes or hugs. And ges¬ 
tures aren’t the only rituals learned over 
a lifetime that have been adapted in mere 
months since the new coronavirus began 
changing the world. Verbal greetings and 
leave-takings have evolved, too. 

Until recently, we could begin a con¬ 
versation with “How are you?” or “How 
are you doing?” and expect a perfunctory 
“Fine” or “Good” in response. We could 
start an email with “I hope this finds you 
well,” never expecting a comment on that 
hope, regardless of how well or unwell the 
recipient happened to be. These greetings 
are what linguists call “formulaic expres¬ 
sions”: idiomatic phrases people say in 
certain circumstances without a thought 
to their literal meaning. 

We might still be using these routinized 
openers if they didn’t happen to refer to 
health. In Myanmar, Cambodia and China, 
the typical greeting is “Have you eaten?” 
(literally, “Have you eaten rice?”); the ex¬ 
pected reply is “Yes, I’ve eaten.” In Java 
and the Philippines, the standard opener is 
“Where are you going?” to which the reply 
is “Over there.” No one (except visitors un¬ 
familiar with the culture) interprets these 
greetings as literal questions, any more 
than Americans used to expect a medical 
update in response to the opening “How 
are you?” 


he is trying to make it happen. 

It’s true that some in Putin’s circle have 
been disappointed with the Trump admin¬ 
istration. Under the influence of hawkish 
advisers such as John Bolton, Trump has 
pulled the United States out of two impor¬ 
tant arms control treaties with Russia and 
appears on his way to scrapping the ac¬ 
cord limiting strategic nuclear weapons. 
He has complied with congressional man¬ 
dates for sanctions on Russia, and — also 
under heavy bipartisan pressure — has re¬ 
luctantly supplied Ukraine with defensive 
weapons. 

Yet consider the gifts Trump has given 
Putin in the past SVz years. Trump has all 
but wrecked Putin’s nemesis, the NATO 
alliance; this month he abruptly decided 
to withdraw more than a quarter of U.S. 
troops from Germany. He opened the door 
for Russian meddling in the Middle East, 
and to greater influence over Turkey, Egypt 
and even Israel. He has poisoned the once- 
close relations between Washington and 
Ukraine; President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
still has not been invited to Washington. 

Most importantly, Putin has learned 
that, as Bolton put it in a television inter¬ 
view last week, he can play Trump “like a 
fiddle.” The whole world watched as Putin 
induced Trump to announce at their 2018 
Helsinki summit that he believed Putin’s 
denial that Russia intervened in the 2016 
election. In private communications, ac¬ 
cording to Bolton, Putin managed to per¬ 
suade Trump that Venezuela’s opposition 
leader was comparable to Hillary Clinton, 
and thus not worthy of support. 

A reelected Trump could be expected to 
continue his campaign to restore Russia as 
a member of the Group of Seven nations, 
providing Putin with an enhanced global 
platform. He could pull the United States 


The literal meaning of our usual openers 
could be casually ignored when most peo¬ 
ple’s health was likely to be fine. If we knew 
that someone was sick or going through a 
tough time, we could change our tone and 
emphasis when saying “How are you?” 
or say something else. Now, no one takes 
health for granted, and everyone is going 
through at best a tough time and possibly 
an awful one. That forces us to notice the 
meaning of the words in these greetings 
— and to change them. Now it’s much more 
common to hear “I hope you’re managing” 
or “doing OK” or “hanging in there” — or 
any myriad other ways of implying what a 
fellow linguist used parentheses to convey 
while preserving this familiar formulaic 
expression: “I hope you’re doing (as) well 
(as one could expect under the present 
circumstances).” 

Changes in the ways emails open and 
close have been downright inspiring. The 
range of variations is testament to how 
wonderfully adaptable words can be — and 
how creative humans can be in adapting 
them. Some, for example, use synonyms 
to emphasize what they wish without 
sounding repetitive: “I hope you’re stay¬ 
ing healthy and well.” Others indicate that 
they know the usual opening won’t apply — 
and why: “I hope you’re doing well despite 
these terrible times.” I received one that 
acknowledged that everyone is less than 
well but sought to reassure both receiver 
and sender that we’re in this together: “I 
hope you’re doing better than just ‘hanging 
in there,’ but if, like me, you aren’t, I sup¬ 
pose that’s OK, too.” 

Just as greetings have taken new forms, 
leave-takings have, too. The variations in 
both can be occasions for verbal play, like 


out of NATO once and for all. And he could 
advance Putin’s most important geopo¬ 
litical goal, returning Ukraine to Russia’s 
sphere of influence, while opening the way 
for the lifting of U.S. and European sanc¬ 
tions on the Russian economy. 

So yes, Putin will do what he can to help 
Trump. Any doubt about that was removed 
by a television interview he gave a week 
ago that appeared aimed directly at the 
White House. The “deep internal crisis” in 
the United States, he declared, was caused 
by anti-Trump forces, who rather than 
accept that he “obviously won” the 2016 
election “in an absolutely democratic way 
... came up with all sorts of fables to cast 
doubt on his legitimacy.” 

While Putin publicly strokes the incum¬ 
bent, his minions are endeavoring to sup¬ 
ply Trump’s campaign with ammunition. 
There is, for example, the tape recording 
that surfaced in Kyiv last month, released 
by a politician with ties to Russian intelli¬ 
gence, that purportedly captures then-Vice 
President Joe Biden pressuring Ukraine’s 
president to fire a corrupt prosecutor — 
and is meant to revive the Trump camp’s 
false charge that the Democratic candidate 
did so to help his son. Networks of Russian- 
run social media accounts are, as The New 
York Times recently reported, system¬ 
atically amplifying conspiracy theories 
spread by Trump’s kookier followers. 

At the moment, the Russian interventions 
aren’t getting much traction — and Trump’s 
prospects in November are trending down¬ 
ward. But Putin is resourceful. Like Trump 
himself, he is willing to take risks and break 
norms. In 2016, he didn’t expect Trump to 
win. Now, he needs him to. 

Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor for 
The Washington Post. 


saying words by saying you won’t say them, 
as my sister recently did: “and I won’t say 
‘stay healthy,’ but hope you do.” Even the 
common closing “Take care” has morphed 
into “Stay safe” or “Stay safe and healthy.” 

Noticing how the phrase “Take care” 
has been adapted to reflect our changed 
circumstances got me wondering whether 
the power of words might be harnessed to 
inspire change, too. “Take care” and its re¬ 
incarnations focus on one person’s safety 
and health. In March, when New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern declared 
a state of national emergency under which 
non-essential workers would have to self- 
isolate, she explained: “Your job is to save 
lives, and you can do that by staying home.” 
New Zealanders did, with the result that 
their country is virus-free. Adopting the 
closing “save lives, stay home” would re¬ 
frame the reason for staying home: not so 
the home-bound can stay healthy and safe 
but to help keep others that way. People 
willing to risk their own health by going 
out might hesitate to put others at risk. 

Greetings and farewells will no doubt 
continue to adapt as circumstances evolve 
because that’s the nature of language — 
and the way people use it. Maybe as more 
of us go out more often, and take part in 
more activities, conversations and emails 
will end with “Save lives, wear a mask” 
or “Stay safe and six feet apart.” Or we 
could keep it simple and say, as a colleague 
recently closed an email to me, “Wash 
hands.” 

Deborah Tannen is a linguistics professor at 
Georgetown University and the author of “You 
Just Don’t Understand,” “You’re the Only One I 
Can Tell” and “The Argument Culture.” 


How the pandemic has changed our greetings 

By Deborah Tannen 
Special to The Washington Post 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Sentry’s cry 
5 Actor Guinness 
9 Torched 

12 Six-sided state 

13 Netting 

14 Mil. address 

15 Monopoly 
token, e.g. 

17 Sailor’s chart 

18 Some babies 

19 Marsh growth 
21 Spanish hero 

24 Street edge 

25 Carrots’ mates 

26 Candle scent 

30 “— the Walrus” 

31 Radiant glows 

32 Bond rating 

33 Kings and 
knights, e.g. 

35 Stopwatch noise 

36 Swear 

37 Bronx Bombers 

38 Donnybrook 
40 Vacationing 

42 Pub pint 

43 Office door 
identifier 

48 Botanist Gray 

49 Quaker pronoun 

50 Burden 

51 Fortify 


52 Kitchen fixture 

53 “Phooey!” 

DOWN 

1 Embrace 

2 — glance 

3 Felon’s flight 

4 Dissertation 

5 Whitaker’s Oscar- 
winning role 

6 Cask sediment 

7 Computer key 

8 Little angels 

9 Chucklehead 

10 Apple tablet 

11 First-rate 

16 Group of whales 

20 Before 

21 Grand tale 

22 Wife of Jacob 


23 Told all 

24 Printer’s blue 

26 Mooches 

27 Exist 

28 Poolroom prop 

29 Tibetan herd 
31 Concurs 

34 Take to court 

35 “Lover” 
singer Swift 

37 Chatter 

38 Sir’s counterpart 

39 “Frozen” snow 
queen 

40 “So be it” 

41 Calendar row 

44 Sashimi fish 

45 Santa — winds 

46 Boy king 

47 Curved letter 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



6-23 CRYPTOQUIP 


RP OUI “FOVM OMIW 


BPPRZIM FJBZW UVC TBGIC OB 


HSNQVMRV, JIBJNI TRQUO 


ZVNN URT V HVNWVK GSNZVK. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ACTRESS WHO MAKES 
SOME MONEY MANAGING MULTIPLE COW AND 
SHEEP ENCLOSURES: STOCKYARD CHANNING. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals F 
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NFL/AUTO RACING 

Steelers' Heyward: 
team will be united 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Cam Hey¬ 
ward is well-versed in the some¬ 
times messy optics associated 
with taking a stand against social 
injustice. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers defen¬ 
sive end and his teammates met it 
head on in 2017, when a miscom- 
munication with left tackle and 
Army veteran Alejandro Villan¬ 
ueva left Villanueva on the field in 
Chicago for the national anthem 
while the rest of the Steelers re¬ 
mained in the tunnel. The image 

— Villanueva with his hand over 
his heart, the other 52 players 
on the roster hidden in darkness 

— became a flashpoint in the de¬ 
bate on what is and what isn’t the 
proper way to protest. 

Nearly three years later, it still 
stings. 

“Thing that ticks me off about 
that, what we were trying to do 
was remain out of the spotlight 
and it got turned upside down,” 
Heyward said last week. “To know 
that we were looked at as leaving 
one of our brothers out and leav¬ 
ing A1 out to dry [hurts].” 

Heyward isn’t concerned about 
the Steelers making that mistake 
again as they prepare for a sea¬ 
son unlike any other. The wave of 
high-profile nationwide protests 
in the aftermath of the killing of 
George Floyd by a Minneapo¬ 
lis police office has professional 
athletes again trying to piece to¬ 
gether how to use their platform 
to bring about change. 

While Heyward, a nine-year 
veteran and longtime defensive 
captain, stressed everyone has a 
voice in the locker room, he ex¬ 
pects any public display by the 
team on the field to be one of 
togetherness. 

“I think we want to stay united 
in what we do and what we want 
to accomplish,” Heyward said. 
“Coach [Mike Tomlin] has al¬ 
ways told me if we win the Super 
Bowl, that’s not enough in the 
city of Pittsburgh. We want to 
leave lasting change among the 
community as well. For us, we’re 


going to have those opportunities 
to branch out and be individuals 
and affect our community (off the 
field).” 

Heyward is confident the cli¬ 
mate in 2020 is more open to hon¬ 
est dialogue compared to 2017, 
when Kaepernick’s taking a knee 
to call attention to police brutal¬ 
ity turned into a referendum on 
whether it’s appropriate to make 
that kind of stand during “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.” 

“It was harder (in 2017) be¬ 
cause I felt like ... no one really 
paid to the issues Colin was talk¬ 
ing about at the time and they 
were mostly concerned with what 
he was doing rather than his mes¬ 
sage,” Heyward said. “I think this 
time around you see the evidence 
and you see what he was talking 
about. It’s not like he was blowing 
up smoke. These are real issues 
that effect our communities and 
this is a chance for a lot of guys 
to speak up. We all have back¬ 
grounds and we’ve all seen these 
tragedies happen. They’ve got to 
stop.” 

The 31-year-old Heyward, a 
married father of three whose 
wife is white, added “these is¬ 
sues hit home way more because 
my family is going to have to deal 
with it for the rest of their lives.” 

Heyward called for more re¬ 
sources for law enforcement 
officers and having a national da¬ 
tabase that can track complaints 
against officers. 

“If you have a prior complaint, 
that needs to be filed,” Heyward 
said. “There’s no reason you 
should be right back on the street. 
There should be no reason why 
the color of my skin or the color 
of my child’s skin or the color of 
my friend’s skin should threaten 
you.” 

While Heyward, who said he 
is in contact with his teammates 
every day, is confident social 
progress can be made — point¬ 
ing to the Steelers’ decision to 
close their offices on Friday in 
honor of Juneteenth — he’s a little 
less certain about how the NFL 
moves forward amid the Covid- 
19 pandemic. 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Pittsburgh Steelers defensive end Cameron Heyward saw first-hand 
how a well-intentioned demonstration can go awry in 2017, when 
a miscommunication with left tackle and Army veteran Alejandro 
Villanueva left Villanueva on the field in Chicago for the national 
anthem while the rest of the Steelers remained in the tunnel. 



John Bazemore/AP 

Souvenir vendor Ed Sugg, left, talks with a customer at his facility near Talladega Superspeedway prior 
to a NASCAR Cup Series race in Talladega Ala., on Sunday. 


Racism: Hateful act prompts 
investigation from FBI, NASCAR 


FROM BACK PAGE 

the early going. Disgruntled fans with Confederate 
flags drove past the main entrance to the Alabama 
race track prior to Sunday’s race, while a plane flew 
above the track pulling a banner of the flag that read 
“Defund NASCAR.” 

Hours after the race was postponed by rain, NAS¬ 
CAR said the noose had been found. The sanctioning 
body vowed to do everything possible to find who was 
responsible and “eliminate them from the sport.” 

“We are angry and outraged, and cannot state 
strongly enough how seriously we take this heinous 
act,” the series said in a statement. “As we have 
stated unequivocally, there is no place for racism in 
NASCAR, and this act only strengthens our resolve 
to make the sport open and welcoming to all.” 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey said she was “shocked 
and appalled” by the “vile act” against Wallace, an 
Alabama native. 

“There is no place for this disgusting display of 
hatred in our state,” Ivey said. “Bubba Wallace is 
one of us; he is a native of Mobile and on behalf of all 
Alabamians, I apologize to Bubba Wallace as well as 
to his family and friends for the hurt this has caused 
and regret the mark this leaves on our state.” 

Richard Petty, seven-time NASCAR champion 
and owner of Wallace’s famed No. 43, was headed 
to Talladega to support his driver. Petty, who turns 
83 next month, has not attended a race during the 
coronavirus pandemic and said in a statement he 
was “enraged by the act of someone placing a noose 
in the garage stall of my race team.” 

“There’s absolutely no place in our sport or so¬ 
ciety for racism,” wrote the Hall of Famer known 
simply as “The King.” “This filthy act serves as a 
reminder of how far we still have to go to eradicate 
racial prejudice and it galvanizes my resolve to use 
the resources of Richard Petty Motorsports to cre¬ 
ate change. This sick person who perpetrated this 
act must be found, exposed and swiftly and immedi¬ 
ately expelled from NASCAR. 

“I believe in my heart this despicable act is not 
representative of the competitors I see each day in 
the NASCAR garage area. I stand shoulder to shoul¬ 
der with Bubba, yesterday, today, tomorrow and 
every day forward.” 

Reaction from Wallace’s fellow drivers was im¬ 
mediate as they prepared for the rescheduled race 
Monday afternoon. Retired four-time champion Jeff 
Gordon called it a “cowardly” act and Ryan Blaney, 
one of Wallace’s closest friends, tweeted: “You’re 
my brother and always will be. Don’t let the people 


who are lower than life to try and bring you down.” 

“God help us,” NASCAR driver Michael McDow¬ 
ell tweeted. “The level of evil it takes to do some¬ 
thing like this is disgusting. This is enraging and 
heartbreaking all at the same time.” 

The 26-year-old Wallace has not commented since 
a statement on social media late Sunday in which he 
said the “the despicable act of racism and hatred 
leaves me incredibly saddened and serves as a pain¬ 
ful reminder of how much further we have to go as 
a society and how persistent we must be in the fight 
against racism.” 

“As my mother told me today, ‘They are just try¬ 
ing to scare you,”’ he wrote. “ This will not break 
me, I will not give in nor will I back down. I will 
continue to proudly stand for what I believe in.” 

Wallace has worn a shirt that says “I Can’t 
Breathe” over his firesuit and sported a Black Lives 
Matter paint scheme in a race last month in Mar¬ 
tinsville, Va. Wallace has said NASCAR assigned 
him two sheriff’s deputies for security at Martins¬ 
ville after he called for the ban. 

Wallace said he has found support among fellow 
drivers for his stance on the flag. He noted that in 
his tweet after the noose announcement. 

“Over the last several weeks, I have been over¬ 
whelmed by the support from people across the 
NASCAR industry including other drivers and team 
members in the garage,” he said. “Together, our 
sport has made a commitment to driving real change 
and championing a community that is accepting and 
welcoming of everyone. Nothing is more important 
and we will not be deterred by the reprehensible ac¬ 
tions of those who seek to spread hate.” 

Five years ago, former NASCAR chairman Brian 
France tried to ban flying the flags at tracks, a pro¬ 
posal that was not enforced and largely ignored. 

This year was different and it was Wallace who 
led the charge. Wallace, whose father is white, was 
not always outspoken about racism; even after Floyd 
was killed last month, he was not the first driver to 
speak out for racial equality. He has said he began to 
find his public voice on racism after watching video 
in May of Ahmaud Arbery’s fatal shooting in Geor¬ 
gia. He said he now recognizes he must not let his 
platform as a prominent driver go to waste. 

Talladega is one of the more raucous stops on the 
NASCAR schedule, but the pandemic prompted the 
series, like all sports, to ban or sharply limit fans for 
months. With only 5,000 fans allowed in, the scene 
this week was a dramatic departure from the Tal¬ 
ladega norm. 
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HORSE RACING/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

Tiz the Law has an 
ambitious schedule 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Ohio State players from left, Baron Browning, Chase Young, linebackers coach Al Washington and head 
coach Ryan Day celebrate after a victory over Michigan in November. As athletes return to campus 
across the country, what are they signing up for? Ohio State and Missouri have pledges they are 
requiring athletes or their parents sign before the players can take part in voluntary workouts. 

Pledge before you play 

As athletes return to campus, schools want them to sign waivers 

^Not only does the pledge seem to 
reduce Ohio State University’s liability, 
but it is written in such a way that college 
athletes themselves might not even have 
their guards up to what the university and 
lawyers are attempting to do. P 

Marc Edelman 

law professor at Baruch College 


By Beth Harris 
Associated Press 

Tiz the Law has been good and 
lucky, two ingredients essential to 
success in horse racing. 

He’s been dominant, too. 

He raced to a 3%-length victory 
Saturday in the Belmont Stakes 
to open the rescheduled Triple 
Crown. His five wins in six career 
starts have been by an average 
margin of 19Vi lengths. His only 
loss came at Churchill Downs in 
the Kentucky Jockey Club Stakes 
last year, when he finished third 
on a sloppy track. 

In 11 weeks, he’ll get a chance to 
avenge that defeat over the same 
track in the Kentucky Derby. 

Tiz the Law has an ambitious 
summer and fall campaign ahead 
of him if all goes according to 
plan. 

Next up is the Travers on Aug. 
8 at Saratoga, where Tiz the Law 
would be competing on his home 
turf in upstate New York. It’s 
where he won for the first time 
last August. As the first New 
York-bred Belmont winner since 
1882, his following only figures 
to get bigger. However, it remains 
to be seen whether fans would be 
allowed to attend at any point in 
the Saratoga meet, which opens 
July 16. 

“I’ve never won the Travers 
and I want to win it,” trainer Bar¬ 
clay Tagg said. 

Then comes the Kentucky 
Derby on Sept. 5 and the Preak- 
ness on Oct. 3 — no word yet on 
spectators at either race — to 
close out the Triple Crown. The 
bay colt would finish the year 
in the Breeders’ Cup Classic at 
Keeneland on Nov. 7. 

Jack Knowlton of Sackatoga 
Stable — comprised of 34 part¬ 
ners who paid $110,000 for Tiz 
the Law — hasn’t been able to 
cheer his colt in person since 
Feb. 1 at Gulfstream in Florida. 
He watched Tiz the Law win the 
Florida Derby on March 28 from 
his condo near the track and the 
Belmont at a restaurant in Sara¬ 
toga Springs. The colt has earned 
over $1.5 million. 

“I keep telling everybody Bar¬ 
clay doesn’t get a lot of big horses 
and big opportunities,” Knowlton 
said about his trainer of 25 years, 
“but when he gets them he knows 
what to do.” 


Keeping Tiz the Law healthy 
and happy is key, and becomes 
even more of a challenge with 
this year’s extended Triple 
Crown schedule. Instead of three 
races over five weeks, the coro- 
navirus pandemic has forced the 
series to be run out of order over 
15 weeks. 

Instead of running in the Derby 
five weeks after his Florida Derby 
victory, Tiz the Law had to wait 
12 weeks for the Belmont to open 
the Triple Crown series. Now, the 
colt is facing 11 weeks between 
the Belmont and the Derby, with 
the Travers as his only race in be¬ 
tween. That’s a long time to train 
and avoid injury and illness. 

In 2003, Funny Cide got sick 
after losing the Haskell Invita¬ 
tional and didn’t compete in the 
Travers. Tagg and Sackatoga Sta¬ 
ble teamed up that year to win the 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
with Funny Cide — a gelding that 
cost $75,000 — before his Triple 
Crown hopes were dashed with a 
third-place finish in the Belmont. 

“You have to pay attention to 
your horse. He tells you whether 
it’s too much or too little,” Tagg 
said. “He tells you all that stuff if 
you pay attention to it. You have 
to show up every day. You have to 
see if he eats every day and if he 
eats every night.” 

Tagg is always a man with a 
plan. The 82-year-old trainer 
gets on a pony to accompany each 
of his horses to the track in the 
mornings. He’s at the barn in the 
evenings, too, making sure each 
one empties their feed tub. Any¬ 
one that doesn’t is often a sign 
that something isn’t right. 

Tiz the Law’s immediate sched¬ 
ule after a m^or race involves 
walking around the bam for a few 
days before jogging on the track, 
then galloping, followed by a 
workout at a moderate speed. It’s 
a tricky balance of not going too 
fast or too slow but just right. 

Injuries have already decimat¬ 
ed the 3-year-old ranks. Charlatan 
and Nadal, trainer Bob Baffert’s 
undefeated duo that each won a 
division of the Arkansas Derby, 
are out. Charlatan could return 
in time for the Preakness; Nadal 
was retired. Louisiana Derby 
winner Wells Bayou won’t make 
the Derby. Maxfield is out until 
next year. 


By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

Ohio State calls it the Buckeye 
Acknowledgment and Pledge, a 
two-page document the school 
asked its athletes to sign before 
they could begin using team fa¬ 
cilities during the pandemic. 

The document SMU is requir¬ 
ing its athletes to sign is much 
more direct: Acknowledgment 
of Risk for COVID-19 Summer 
2020. 

Across the country, universi¬ 
ties have begun the process of 
getting ready to play through a 
public health crisis. As athletes 
return to campus, what are they 
signing up for? 

Missouri also has a pledge 
and Ohio State’s athletic director 
said the school got the idea for its 
document from Big Ten rival In¬ 
diana. Baylor’s AD said athletes 
there are being given a waiver 
and awareness form to sign. How 
much legal protection any of 
these forms provide schools is up 
for debate, along with the ethics 
of requiring unpaid students to 
sign them. 

“I worry that in some situa¬ 
tions, athletes are being used sort 
of as guinea pigs to demonstrate 
what we can and can’t do as we 
bring regular students back to 
campus,” said Karen Weaver, as¬ 
sociate professor of sports man¬ 
agement at Drexel University. “I 
just don’t think that’s right.” 

SMU has made it clear that 
at least in part the purpose of 
its document is to mitigate the 
school’s liability if an athlete con¬ 
tracts COVID-19. Ohio State has 
said its document is not intended 
to provide liability protection, 
though it was crafted with the 
help of legal counsel. 

For some experts, the two doc¬ 
uments are not so dissimilar. 

“I don’t care what label they put 
on it,” said Carla Varriale-Bark- 
er, an attorney in New York and 
chair of Segal McCambridge’s 


sports, recreation and entertain¬ 
ment group. “They could call it a 
pledge, they could call it a waiver, 
they could call it a release, they 
could call it a cantaloupe. If you 
are signing away rights that you 
would otherwise have, it’s a le¬ 
gally enforceable document and I 
would call it a waiver and release 
of claim.” 

If college football is to be 
played this season, schools will 
need to build protective bubbles 
around their teams, frequently 
testing players, tracing contacts 
of those who become infected and 
executing elaborate hygiene pro¬ 
tocols. Athletes have already test¬ 
ed positive at more than a dozen 
schools from Boise State to Clem- 
son, though some schools are not 
releasing details. On Saturday, 
Kansas State announced it was 
pausing voluntary workouts after 
14 athletes tested positive, becom¬ 
ing the second school along with 
Houston to hit the brakes on what 
is essentially a ramp-up phase to 
returning to play. 

“What you would worry about 
is, this is two hours a day, right?” 
Baylor athletic director Mack 
Rhoades said of the voluntary 
workouts players around the 
country are participating in this 
month. “And so what are our stu¬ 
dent-athletes ... doing the other 22 
hours?” 

Educating athletes about risk 
and how to mitigate it is vital. 
Tapping into their sense of duty 


and dedication is a sound strat¬ 
egy to get them to modify behav¬ 
ior. Have them sign a document 
acknowledging that risk, and now 
it can be argued the schools are 
using that commitment to the 
team as a legal shield — even it 
doesn’t use the explicit terminol¬ 
ogy of a waiver and ensures that 
scholarships will be honored. 

“While on the surface the lan¬ 
guage in the SMU waiver may 
look more bothersome than 
the language in the Ohio State 
pledge, among the two I consider 
the Ohio State pledge to be the 
more morally wrong of the two 
documents,” said Marc Edelman, 
a law professor at Baruch Col¬ 
lege in New York who specializes 
in sports law. “Because not only 
does the pledge seem to reduce 
Ohio State University’s liability, 
but it is written in such a way that 
college athletes themselves might 
not even have their guards up to 
what the university and lawyers 
are attempting to do.” 

Edelman said even a permission 
slip can be used to claim a legal 
release of liability. Further mud¬ 
dling the legal questions, liabil¬ 
ity law varies from state to state. 
There may be pushback from 
athletes: Some UCLA football 
players reportedly are demand¬ 
ing some protections of their own, 
including an independent health 
official to ensure virus protocols 
are being followed. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Tiz the Law, with jockey Manny Franco up, crosses the finish line 
with a huge lead to win the 152nd running of the Belmont Stakes 
Saturday in Elmont, N.Y. 
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Baseball talks 
stall, pushing 
start date back 



John Woike, Samara Media/AP 


The New York Yankees and Mets would train in their home stadiums, as will at least 27 of the other 28 
major league teams, if Major League Baseball and its players start the coronavirus-delayed season. 

^Given the COVID developments, I 
understand the players are concerned that 
the 2020 season will be truncated beyond 
the agreed upon number of games, f 

Rob Manfred 

MLB commissioner, in an email to union head Tony Clark 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — An email from 
baseball Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred to union head Tony Clark led 
to a balk in the drawn-out talks to 
start the pandemic-delayed sea¬ 
son, which now won’t begin by 
July 19. 

The executive committee of 
the players’ association was set 
to vote and reject Mgjor League 
Baseball’s latest offer for a 60- 
game season on Sunday. 

“I really believe we are fighting 
over an impossibility on games,” 
Manfred said in the email, a copy 
of which was obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press. “The earliest we 
will be ready for players to report 
is a week from Monday, given the 
need to relocate teams from Flor¬ 
ida. That leaves 66 days to play 60 
games. Realistically, that is the 
outside of the envelope now.” 

Players want 70 games and 
$275 million more than teams are 
offering. They are worried that if 
a resurgence of the new coronavi- 
rus causes the 2020 season to be 
cut short, the deal being negoti¬ 
ated would lock in innovations for 
2021 and lessen the union’s bar¬ 
gaining power. 

“Tony, am writing to reiterate 
what I told you on the phone a few 
minutes ago,” Manfred wrote. 
“Given the COVID developments, 
I understand that the players are 
concerned that the 2020 season 
will be truncated beyond the 
agreed upon number of games 


(for example, we agree to play 60 
and can only play 40). If that were 
to happen, I would be prepared to 
eliminate the 2021 components of 
the deal. That would mean that 
we would not get the expanded 
playoffs in 2021 and the DH rule 
would revert to the current rule 
(DH in AL, no DH in NL).” 

Players didn’t take a vote and 
will consider their next move 
Monday. 

The 2020 only items in the deal 
include starting extra innings 
with a runner on second and a 
discussion of whether to allow tie 
games after a specified total of in¬ 
nings plus player reentry in extra 
innings. 

Some players would prefer 
there not be a deal and that Man¬ 
fred unilaterally order the sched¬ 
ule. Because players insisted on 
full prorated pay, he threatened 
a schedule of about 50 games. 
MLB agreed to prorated pay 
when Manfred met with Clark 
last week. 

The proposed deal would give 
Manfred the right to suspendor 
cancel play if “restrictions on trav¬ 
el throughout the United States 
are imposed” or if he determines 
after consulting medical experts 
and the union that there has been 
a change in circumstances pos¬ 
ing “an unreasonable health and 
safety risk to players or staff to 
stage those games, even without 
fans in attendance.” 

MLB’s proposal for 60 games 
includes $1.48 billion in salary 
plus a $25 million postseason 


players’ pool, while the union’s 
plan includes $1.73 billion in sal¬ 
ary and a $50 million pool. 

Absent an agreement, the union 
would file a grievance claiming 
MLB violated the provision in the 
March 26 agreement recogniz¬ 
ing “that each of the parties shall 
work in good faith to as soon as is 
practicable commence, play, and 
complete the fullest 2020 cham¬ 
pionship season and post-season 
that is economically feasible,” 
subject to several provisions. 

Those provisions say that with¬ 
out MLB’s consent, the season 


shall not start until there are no 
legal restrictions on playing in 
front of fans at the 30 regular- 
season ballparks, no relevant 
travel restrictions and no health 
or safety risk to players, staff or 
spectators to playing in the 30 
regular ballparks. The agree¬ 
ment also says the sides “will dis¬ 
cuss in good faith the economic 
feasibility of playing games in the 
absence of spectators or at appro¬ 
priate substitute neutral sites.” 

MLB had proposed having 
the season run from July 19 or 
20 through Sept. 27, the shortest 


since the 1870s, while the union 
agreed to the start date and said 
it should end Sept. 30, or earlier 
using doubleheaders. Both sides 
proposed pitchers and catchers 
report June 26, followed by posi¬ 
tion players two days later, but 
that schedule has come and gone, 
like the proposed Fourth of July 
start. 

A rise in positive tests last 
week in Florida caused MLB to 
close all 30 training camps for 
deep cleaning and disinfecting. 
The Philadelphia Phillies an¬ 
nounced Friday that five players 
had tested positive for COVID-19 
and a person familiar with the 
process, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said 40 players and 
team employees had tested posi¬ 
tive as of noon Sunday. MLB sent 
200 COVID-19 tests to each team 
to be used over the weekend, the 
person said. 

Twenty-nine of the 30 teams 
now intend to hold training at 
their regular season stadiums. 


Couric is 2nd tennis player to test positive for virus 



ZvONKO Kucelin/AP 


Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov, right, poses for cameras with Croatia’s 
Borna Coric during their semifinal match Saturday at a tournament in 
Zadar, Croatia. Both players have tested positive for COVID-19 after 
playing in the exhibition. 


Associated Press 

ZAGREB, Croatia — Borna Coric has become the 
second tennis player to test positive for the corona- 
virus after participating in an exhibition event in 
Croatia. 

Coric, a Croatian player ranked 33rd in the world, 
was among several dozens of people who were test¬ 
ed for the virus after Grigor Dimitrov announced 
that he was positive. That led to the cancellation of 
the exhibition event in Croatia, where top-ranked 
Novak Djokovic was scheduled to play in the final. 

Coric played a match against Dimitrov in the 
Adriatic resort of Zadar on Saturday in the second 
leg of the exhibition series. 

“Hello everyone, I want to inform you that I am 
positive for Covid-19. Please everyone who has been 
in contact with me for the last few days gets tested!” 
Coric posted on Twitter. 

He said he was feeling well and has no 
symptoms. 

Dimitrov, a three-time Grand Slam semifinalist, 
is the highest-profile current player to say he has 
the virus. His announcement Sunday on his Insta- 
gram page comes at the end of a week when the U.S. 
Open said it would go forward. 


The professional tennis tours have been suspend¬ 
ed since March. 

Goran Ivanisevic, one of Djokovic’s coaches, said 
the news from Dimitrov was “shocking” and that 
“now everyone will have to be tested.” 

After Dimitrov’s announcement, Djokovic flew to 
Belgrade to get tested. The other participants and 
their contacts were tested on Sunday in Zadar. 

“He (Djokovic) will conduct all the tests, ” the 
top-ranked player’s media team in Belgrade said 
in a statement on Monday. ’’Then, we’ll wait for the 
results. He is fine, he has no symptoms but none¬ 
theless, he needs to do the test and then we will see 
what’s going on.” 

There was criticism that there was no social dis¬ 
tancing at the exhibition, which took place before 
packed stands in Belgrade, the Serbian capital. 

Djokovic has not said if he would play at the U.S. 
Open from Aug. 31 to Sept. 13, citing strict anti-virus 
measures at the Grand Slam event. 

Some of the sport’s top names, including defend¬ 
ing men’s champion Rafael Nadal and top-ranked 
Ash Barty, have expressed reservations about head¬ 
ing somewhere that was a hot spot for the COVID-19 
outbreak. Others expressed an eagerness to return 
to action. 
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Simpson scorches his way to victory 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Webb Simpson puts on the champion’s plaid jacket and poses with the championship trophy after 
winning the RBC Heritage, Sunday in Hilton Head Island, S.C. He won by one shot over Abraham Ancer. 


Final-round 64 gives 
him a Father’s Day 
win at the Heritage 

By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 
— Nothing can top the first time 
Webb Simpson won on Father’s 
Day, a U.S. Open title eight years 
ago at Olympic Club and hearing 
his father’s laughter on the phone 
to share the joy. 

Harbour Town was special in 
its own right. 

Dressed in his Sunday yellow 
shirt — his late father’s favorite 
color — Simpson emerged from 
a crowd of contenders with five 
birdies in a six-hole stretch on the 
back nine for a 7-under 64 to win 
the RBC Heritage by one shot 
over Abraham Ancer and set the 
tournament scoring record. 

“Crazy day,” Simpson said. 

A three-hour storm delay 
nearly kept it from finishing. 
Nine players were still in the mix 
with an hour to go. Simpson was 
two shots behind and had only 
two birdies on his card when he 
dropped in a 10-footer at No. 12 
and off he went. 

“I think it’s a good thing that 
guys were making birdies be¬ 
cause they kind of forced me to be 
a little more aggressive and know 
that pars weren’t going to cut it,” 
said Simpson, who finished at 22- 
under 264 to break by two shots 
the tournament record Brian Gay 
set in 2009. 

Father’s Day has been the final 
round of the U.S. Open every year 
since 1976, but it was moved to 
September in this most unusual 
year because of the COVID-19 


pandemic that shut down golf for 
three months. The RBC Heritage 
filled the spot on the schedule 
and Simpson, now a father of five, 
became a winner for the second 
time this year. 

“I won The Players on Mother’s 
Day after my dad passed away, 
and that was really special. That 
was an emotional win,” Simp¬ 
son said. “U.S. Open on Father’s 
Day, I’ll never forget calling my 
dad after on the way to the press 
conference, and when he picked 
up the phone, he just was laugh¬ 
ing. That’s kind of what he did 
when he was happy, he would just 


laugh. So I’m going to miss that 
laugh today for sure. 

“But I thought a lot about him,” 
he said. “This morning I thought 
about him, and when I was on the 
golf course, I thought about him. 
... He loved golf He would have 
loved watching today.” 

It was quite a show. 

Simpson, Ancer, Joaquin Nie¬ 
mann and Tyrrell Hatton were 
tied at 20 under at one point late 
in the round. It was a matter of 
who blinked first. 

Ancer, who hit every green in 
regulation, pushed Simpson to 
the end in his bid to win his first 


PGA Tour title. He holed a birdie 
putt from 10 feet on the 17th to 
get within one, but his approach 
to the 18th was 40 feet away and 
his putt to force a playoff came up 
short. Ancer closed with a 65. 

“That’s just golf You’ve just got 
to keep trying,” Ancer said. “I’m 
not going to change anything or 
work on anything. I’m just going 
to keep doing what I’m doing, 
and I think that will eventually 
happen.” 

Colonial winner Daniel Berger 
also stayed in the mix by chipping 
in for birdie on the 17th and clos¬ 
ing with a 65. 


Scoreboard 


PGA Tour RBC Heritage 

Sunday 

At Harbour Town Golf Links 
Hilton Head, S.C. 

Purse; $7,100,000 
Yardage: 7,099; Par: 71 
"-“il Round 


W. Simpson, $1,278,000 

A. Ancer, $773,900 
D. Berger, $418,900 
T. Hatton, $418,900 
S. Garcia, $274,238 
J. Niemann, $274,238 

B. Koepka, $239,625 _ ___ 

B. DeChambeau, $186,375 67-64-70-66-267 

D.Fritteiii, $186,375 -..- 

Ryan Paimer, $186,375 
J.T. Poston, $186,375 
J. Thomas, $186,375 
M. Thompson, $186,375 
M. Fitzpatrick, $129,575 
Ian Poulter, $129,575 
Justin Rose, $129,575 
H. English, $104,725 
B. Garnett, $104,725 
D. Johnson, $104,725 
J. Vegas, $104,725 
Corey Conners, $69,225 
Lucas Glover, $69,225 
V. Hovland, $69,225 
Alex Noren, $69,225 
Doc Redman, $69,225 
R. Sabbatini, $69,225 
" in Rooyen, $69,225 


-64-262 

69- 64-65-65-263 

67-69-63-65-264 

71- 64-63-66-264 

70- 65-65-65-265 

69- 68-63-65-265 

67-66-68-65-266 
■'-64-70-66-267 

1-69-71-62 -267 

65-67-66-69-267 
67-69-66-65-267 

72- 66-66-63-267 

65- 69-66-67-267 

66- 66-68-68-268 

64- 69-67-68-268 

70- 67-66-65-268 

67- 70-68-64-269 

65- 71-65-68-269 

68- 66-67-68-269 
70-63-69-67-269 

68- 63-69-70-270 

69- 68-66-67-270 
65-71-68-66-270 

69- 66-66-69-270 
72-66-65-67-270 

70- 67-68-65-270 

___ 66-68-66-70-270 

C. Bezuidenhout, $48,635 67-69-68-67-271 

Tyler Duncan, $48,635 '' 

Brian Harman, $48,635 
Sebastian Munoz $48,635 
Chris Stroud, $48,635 
Tony Finau, $36,299 
Jim Herman, $36,299 
Mark Hubbard, $36,299 
Andrew Landry, $36,299 
M. NeSmith, $36,299 
Carlos Ortiz, $36,299 
Jon Rahm, $36,299 
Sepp Straka, $36,299 
Jason Dufner, $25,205 
Adam Hadwin, $25,205 
Max Homa, $25,205 
Matt Kuchar, $25,205 
Rory Mcliroy, $25,205 
Sam Ryder, $25,205 
C. Schwartzel, $25,205 
Joel Dahmen, $18,673 


Ernie Els, $18,673 
Bill Haas, $18,673 
S. Stallings, $18,673 
Harry Higgs, $16,827 
Matt Jones, $16,827 
C.T. Pan, $16,827 
Brian Stuard, $16,827 
Vaughn Taylor, $16,827 
Bubba Watson, $16,827 
C. Hadley, $16,117 

B. Langer, $16,117 
M. McNealy, $16,117 
Branden Grace, $15,833 
Stewart Cink, $15,620 
Gary Woodland, $15,620 
Wyndham Clark, $15,194 

C. Morikawa, $15,194 
X. Schauffele, $15,194 
Matt Wallace, $15,194 
Wesley Bryan, $14,768 
Jordan Spieth, $14,768 
M. Hughes, $14,342 
Danny Lee, $14,342 
Peter Malnati, $14,342 
Troy Merritt, $14,342 
Ryan Armour, $13,916 
Chez Reavie, $13,916 


71-63-68-69-271 

70- 67-69-65-271 
-5-69-69-68-271 

8-69-63-71-271 

66-68-68-70-272 

68-69-69-66-272 

64-72-68-68-272 

68- 67-66-71-272 

66- 67-73-66-272 

69- 67-63-73-272 

71- 67-66-68-272 

67- 71-67-67-272 

69- 66-70-68-273 

72- 65-67-69-273 

67- 69-69-68-273 

70- 66-67-70-273 
72-65-66-70-273 

69- 65-68-71-273 

71- 67-66-69-273 

68- 68-63-75-274 

67- 67-72-68-274 

71- 66-68-69-274 

70- 68-65-71-274 

69- 68-70-68-275 
69-69-66-71-275 

68- 68-70-69-275 

68- 70-70-67-275 

67- 69-70-69-275 

69- 68-73-65-275 

68- 68-68-72-276 

69- 67-71-69-276 

72- 66-66-72-276 
69-69-67-72-277 

68- 68-72-70-278 

69- 68-71-70-278 
68-66-70-75-279 
68-69-68-74-279 
72-66-75-66-279 

68- 68-66-77-279 

69- 68-73-70-280 
66-70-75-69-280 
66-68-69-78-281 

68- 67-76-70-281 

71- 67-69-74-281 

70- 68-72-71-281 

69- 68-71-74-282 
68-70-68-76-282 


Japan pulls out of bid to host 2023 Women’s World Cup 


By Stephen Wade 

Assosciated Press 

TOKYO — Japan pulled out of bidding to host soc¬ 
cer’s 2023 Women’s World Cup on Monday, leaving 
the top-rated joint bid by Australia and New Zealand 
a clear favorite in the FIFA vote. 

Japan and Australia are both members of the 
Asian Football Confederation and were likely to split 
the region’s support in a vote Thursday by members 
of FIFA’s ruling council. 

Colombia is now the only rival to Australia and 
New Zealand, which scored 4.1 points from a maxi¬ 
mum five in a FIFA evaulation this month when the 
South American candidate got 2.8. Japan scored 
3.9. 

The Japan Football Association announced the 
withdrawal at an online news conference in Tokyo. 

“Today, we decided to withdraw our bid to host 
the 2023 Women’s World Cup,” JFA President Kozo 
Tashima said, speaking in Japanese. “I could not be 
more disappointed to have to make this very diffi¬ 
cult decision.” 

Japan’s exit should clear Tashima to vote on 
Thursday and likely unite all seven AFC delegates 
on the 37-member FIFA Council behind Australia. 
New Zealand is part of the Oceania soccer body 
that has three FIFA Council members though only 
two eligible voters at the online meeting hosted in 
Zurich. 


Praising Japan’s decision as “another impressive 
show of Asian football unity,” AFC President Sheikh 
Salman bin Ebrahim A1 Khalifa of Bahrain also 
hailed the “historic cross-confederation bid.” 

“Most importantly, this is the most technically 
impressive of the bids," Sheikh Salman said in an 
AFC statement, adding, “we must be guided by the 
experts.” 

Colombia’s chances were hit by the lowest score 
in the FIFA inspection that rated stadiums, national 
security, hotels and other infrastructure. 

FIFA said Colombia’s plan needed “significant 
amount of investment and support,” while Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand was the “most commercially 
favorable” bid. 

That prompted a complaint last week by South 
American soccer body CONMEBOL, which has had 
strained relations with FIFA in recent months. 

FIFA has promised to publish the voting prefer¬ 
ences to continue a policy of transparency started 
with the men’s 2026 World Cup vote by more than 
200 member federations. The joint bid by the Unit¬ 
ed States, Canada and Mexico beat Morocco two 
years ago. The policy was introduced under new 
FIFA President Gianni Infantine after long-stand¬ 
ing criticism of secret votes by executive committee 
members in 2010 to pick Russia and Qatar as hosts 
for the 2018 and 2022 World Cups. Those hosting 
campaigns have been investigated by FIFA and 
prosecutors in the US., France and Switzerland. 



Francois Mori/AP 


Japan players embrace ahead of the Women's World Cup round of 
16 soccer match between the Netherlands and Japan at Roazhon 
Park, in Rennes, France, on June 25, 2019. The Japan Football 
Association pulled out of bidding on Monday for the 2023 Women's 
World Cup. 
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COVID complications 

Talks stall, pushing back potential 
start date for season » mlb, Page 22 



M will not 


give in’ 

^^FBI investigating ‘heinous act’ after noose 
^is found in Bubba Wallace’s stall; NASCAR 
^ remains steadfast In eliminating racism 

^ By Jenna Fryer 


We are angry and 
outraged ... There is 
no place for racism in 
NASCAR, and this act 
only strengthens our 
resolve to make the sport 
open and welcoming to all. ^ 

NASCAR statement 

after a noose was found in the garage of 
Bubba Wallace, the Cup Series’ only Black driver 


Federal authorities on Monday confirmed they are in¬ 
vestigating the discovery of a noose found in the Talladega 
Superspeedway garage stall of Bubba Wallace, 
NASCAR’s only Black full-time driver who 
successfully pushed the stock car series to 
ban the Confederate flag at its venues ear¬ 
lier this month. 

U.S. Attorney Jay Town said his office, 
the FBI and the Justice Department’s 
Civil Rights Division were reviewing the 
situation. 

“Regardless of whether federal 
charges can be brought, this type of 
action has no place in our society,” 
Town said. 

The stock car series, founded in 
the South more than 70 years ago, 
has tried to distance itself from 
the flag for years at the risk of 
alienating a core group of its fan 
base. At Wallace’s urging, it went 
ahead with the ban as the na¬ 
tion grapples with social unrest 
largely tied to George Floyd, an 
unarmed Black man who died 
in the custody of Minneapolis 
police. 

NASCAR has not outlined 
how it will enforce the re¬ 
striction and this week’s race 
at Talladega, in the heart of 
the South, presented the se¬ 
ries with its biggest test in 


Simpson scorches way to Father's Day win » Golf, Page 23 










